English 4 Semester 1 
Unit 2 - The Canterbury Tales: Exploring Motivation through Satire
[bookmark: h.8fe5a28w1q46]The “Nun's Priest's Tale” Reading Check Questions
Directions: Answer ten of the following questions. Question number 12 is required; you may choose nine additional questions to answer. 

What do you learn about the poor widow and where she lives in the opening 26 lines of the tale? (Identify what causes her suffering and what does not.)
	The poor widow lives in a farm with her daughters where they do not have much rather than some few animals. She suffers due to the death of her husband and poor living conditions.


Who is Chanticleer?  Identify three good things about him.
	Chanticleer is a cook. He knew every movement of the equator. Besides, he learns from mistakes. Lstly, he is not prone to victimization.


With whom does Chanticleer live?  Is his life a happy one?
	He lives with the poor widow and her two daughters. He happy since he falls in love with Pertelote


How do lines 79-85 serve as a warning both to Chanticleer and the reader?
	The lines warns about falling victim to flattery.


Who enters the tale in line 90?  How does this change the tone of the story?
	


Lines 108-124 digress from the actual story, and the Nun’s Priest describes an age-old debate about whether what happens to us is determined by God or by our choices.  (Such digressions are common in The Canterbury Tales.)  Does the Nun’s Priest take a side in this debate?
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The Nun aligns her argument  to the belief that our day-to-day operations is controlled by God.  


When Chanticleer sees the fox, he thinks immediately of running.  How does the fox convince him not to run away?  How does the fox capture Chanticleer?
	The fox tells Chanticleer to sing for him and lavishes him with praises. The fox flatters Chanticleer and catches him when he closes his eyes. 


Using allusions to literary and historical events, the Nun’s Priest compares the capture of Chanticleer to other disasters.  List one of those allusions. Do you think such a comparison is valid?
	Dreams are omnious. The comparison is valid since the fox and the Chanticleer aare able to communicate despite being sworn enemies. 


Notice that many people, animals, and even bees protest when Chanticleer is captured.  Do any of them really help him?
	They do not help him since they are physically inferior to the fox.


How is Chanticleer able to trick the fox and escape?
	He flatters the fox that is more intelligent than his pursuants and prompts him to taunt. The fox opens his mouth and he escapes


How are the fox’s trick (that allowed him to capture Chanticleer) and Chanticleer’s trick (that allows him to escape) alike?
	The fox told Chanticleer to close his eyes and sing while the latter told the fox to open his mount and taunt his pursuaants.


“The Nun’s Priest’s Tale” is a fable, a short tale intended to teach a moral lesson, often with animals as characters.  In this fable, both the rooster and the fox state directly what they learned from events.
a. What does Chanticleer say he learns?
	He has learned never to trust the flatterer.


b. What does the fox say he learns?
	Not to trust people easily


c. How are both intended to teach a moral lesson about having too much pride?
	Pride can blinds our judgment
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