English 4 Semester 1 
Unit 2 - The Canterbury Tales: Exploring Motivation through Satire
[bookmark: h.8fe5a28w1q46]“The Pardoner’s Tale” Reading Check Questions
Directions: Answer ten of the following questions. Question number 14 is required; you may choose nine additional questions to answer. 
After hearing about the death of their friend, the three revelers (who are drunk at nine in the morning) vow that they will do what?
	They promised that the story cannot be raunch, instead it should incorporate moral virtues. 


Reread lines 42-44 of the tale.  What do the three revelers pledge?  Be specific.
	They pledged to protect each other till death; therefore, they will die protecting each other. 


Whom do the revelers meet not half a mile from the tavern?  How do they treat him?
	They meet an old man. They treat him with disrespect and asks why he is not dead.


Reread lines 79-89 of the tale.  For what does the old man scold the revelers in these lines?
	The old man scolded that they should treat others the way they wanted to be treated in old age.


Where does the old man tell the revelers they can find death?
	Up the road and under the oak tree


Reread line 101. What might be symbolic about the line? (Look up the word “crooked” if you are not sure of its meaning.)
	


Instead of death, what do the revelers find?
	


Why can’t the revelers take the gold home immediately?  Explain how they intend to take the gold safely without being seen?
	They decided that one of them should go to town and bring supplies. Afterward, they would divide the gold equally.


When the younger reveler leaves to go to town, what plan do the other two revelers make? 
	They planned to wrestle each other and stab him to death when he returns with the provisions. 


How does the youngest reveler plan to kill the other two?
	He bought three bottles of wine and  and mixed two of them with posion to kill the other two revelers.


[bookmark: h.rfdqgn85kaxp]Explain how each of the revelers dies.
	The first reveler arrives and he is killed, and the two drink the poisoned wine and died. 


Considering the ending, how is the revelers’ pledge “to live and die each of them for the others” now fitting?
	


“The Pardoner’s Tale” is considered an exemplum which is a short story that illustrates a moral truth or lesson.  What lesson or lessons are presented in this tale?
	


Throughout this unit, we will consider what motivates a person to act selfishly, unethically, or manipulatively.  In this tale, what motivates characters to act selfishly?
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The desire for material wealth motivates the revelers to kill each other


Why might the pardoner, who is greedy, want to tell a story warning other people not to be greedy?  How might he benefit from their generosity?
	


Do people in our world behave similarly to the characters in this tale? Give at least one example.
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