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Most of African countries live below the poverty line. A significant percentage of individuals in some African countries cannot afford basic needs. As such, there is need to help them to get basic needs and other necessities of life. There are multiple ways that can be used to help them. Providing money is one of them but not the only one. Investing in skills that would help in generating continuous income would be of significant help.  The U.S programs responsible for providing aids in Africa and other parts of the world with high levels of poverty should not only consider providing cash but also sponsorships for the children’s education and creating awareness of the importance of investing on skills. 
For instance, when giving out money to the poor without a substantial prompt or model to use the money, it is very likely that they will use the money in providing themselves with the immediate basic needs and within a short period, they will need help again. It is therefore imperative to create something for them that would produce a consistent income that would benefit them in long term basis.
Similarly, encouraging individuals on investing in farming and other economic activities that would help in generating continuous income would be of significant help to them. Instead of the aids programs giving money all the time to the poor in Africa and other parts of the world, they could provide resources that they lack and give them skills that would enhance generation of a regular income (Koens & Thomas, 2016).  This would be the standard application of the phrase “showing one how to fish than just giving them fish”
Giving money to the poor is a good deed. However, it is imperative to understand that it is not the overall solution to alleviate poverty. There needs to be a common program or a plan on how to use the money. People have different plans on how to use their money. Similarly, not everyone has a good plan. Somehow, the reading counters the stance that poor people do not often make good plans or decision with their money. The aids programs does an excellent job by giving out money to the poor villagers from all walks of life. As much as trusting them with money is essential, I would suggest that the funds be accompanied by a rationale of how to use it. For instance, the aids program should give them a target or a goal that they want them to achieve within a given period with the funds. They should also monitor the progress in terms of what they are doing with the money. They should tell them that after a specified period, they will be back to see what they have done with the money so far. Generally, they should be accountable.
Creating a rationale or a prompt on how to use the money and promising to monitor the usage of the funds would give the poor people a commitment and focus on using the money for the right purposes. It would also deter them from using the money for all the wrong purposes (Koens & Thomas, 2016). Overall, as much as it is important to trust people with money, it is imperative to note that not everyone has the right plan for the money. Poor people do not make the best decisions with money. This is not in any way to disregard the fact that there are people who have good plans or could make better decisions with money.
To be able to deliver people from the poverty it requires planning. As much as money is imperative, help should not only be centered on money. It should be understood that not all people are or because they are lazy or can’t do much by themselves, majority have the potential to be successful or rather to be able to push themselves above the poverty line but they lack the resources. Organizations and relevant bodies providing help for the poor should understand this.
Providing money, basic needs such as food, shelter and clothing are good deeds, but it is not enough. The poor are likely to spend the money to cater for their immediate needs and the money will be over soon enough. When the money is over, they will be poor again, back to the same position where they need help. They will need the aid programs to come through again to their rescue. The point here is providing the poor with their immediate needs will only be for a short term. Providing a permanent solution to their poverty would be the best way to help them and most importantly to alleviate poverty in general (Di Fabio & Maree, 2016).
It would therefore be preferable for the organizations and programs providing help to the poor to provide resources the poor people lack and most importantly give them skill to be able to generate regular income that would put food on their table, that would be able to provide school fees for their children and even pay medical bills. This would at least be a permanent solution and a great way to alleviate poverty. 
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