            Chapter 6: Social Structure: It’s how we live
In this chapter, we will review the following topics
(1) List of the major principles of sociological theories
(2)  We will describe the conceptual basis for social structure theories 
(3) We also will describe the three major types of social structure theories and distinguish among them
(4) We then, summarize strain theory.
(5) Describe culture conflict and subcultural theories, including differential opportunity theory
(6) Summarize the policy implications of various social structure theories.
1. Major principles of sociological Theories.
Theories that explain crime by examining the structure of society are only one of three major sociological approaches to crime causation. The other two are social process theories and social conflicts approaches.
Sociological theories analyze institutional arrangements within a society (that is, (1) Social structure and the (2) interaction among social institutions, individuals and groups (that is social process) as (3) they affect socialization and have an impact on social behavior (that is social life).
-Sociological theories tend also to examine the nature of existing power relationships between social groups and focus on the influences that various social phenomena bring to bear on the types of behaviors that tend to characterize groups of people. 
- In contrast to more individualized psychological theories, which have what is called a “micro” focus, sociological approaches utilized a “macro” perspective, stressing the type of behavior likely to be expected by group members rather than attempting to predict the behavior of specific individuals.
Here are three key sociological explanations for crime
a. Crime is the result of an individuals’ location within
The structure of society. This approach focuses on the social and economic conditions of life, including: poverty, alienation, social disorganization, weak social control, personal frustration, relative deprivation, differential opportunity alternative means to success, and deviant subcultures and subculture values that conflict with conventional values (these are the primary features of social structure theories).

b. Crime is the end product of various social processes,
especially inappropriate socialization and social learning. -This approach stresses the role of interpersonal relationships, the strength of the social bond, a lack of self-control, and the personal and group consequences of societal reactions to deviance as they contribute to crime (these are the primary characteristics of social process theories and social development theories).
c. Crime is the product of class struggle.
This perspective emphasizes the nature of existing power relationships between social groups, the distribution of wealth within society, the ownership of the means of production, and the economic and social structures of society as it relates to social class and social control (these are the primary features of social conflict theories).
                        2. Social Structure Theories
These theories explain crime by reference to economic and social arrangements of society. They see the various formal and informal arrangements between social groups (structure of society) as the root causes of crime and deviance. Structural theories predict that negative aspects of social structures, such as disorganization within the family, poverty or income inequality within the economic arrangements of society disadvantages brought about by a lack of success for some in the educational process, produce criminal behavior.
-Although different kinds of social structure theories have been advanced to explain crime, they all have one thing in common: They highlight those arrangements within society that contribute to the low socioeconomic status of identifiable groups as significant causes of crime.
- Social structure theorists view members of socially and economically disadvantaged groups as being more likely to commit crime, and they see economic and social disenfranchisement as fundamental causes of crime.
-Poverty, lack of education, an absence of salable skills, and subcultural values conductive to crime are all thought to be predicated on the social conditions surrounding early life experiences, and they provide the foundations of social structure theories.
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