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Analyzing the Black Poetry in the Slavery-era
During slavery, especially in the United States, poetry was used to pass messages either in support or against by different writers. Writers used the poems to express their feelings to the public, and it became one of the best approaches the enabled some of the acts that masters did to their slaves. Some used poems to indicate what, according to them, was the heinous practices that needed to seize and all people being treated equally without any form of discrimination. The paper discusses black poetry in the slavery-era, the writers and people's mindset and their religious view on the happenings during this period. 
[bookmark: _Hlk84670119] One of the writers who used poetry to pass out messages during this period was James M. Whitfield. In his poem “The North Star," he expresses the need to escape slavery. The need to get from the land of slavery to freedom is dominant in the Poem. The pleading for the stars brings freedom to come and take them to the land that they could have freedom of enjoying what they do. Whitfield indicates that the struggle may not be smooth, but those who want to get to a land where people practice freedom are determined. Another writer who discusses uses slavery to express his feelings about slavery is Frances Ellen Watkins Harper. In his poem “Bury Me in a Free Land," he depicts the practices that prevailed during the slavery period in the United States.  The poet's wish is to be buried in a land where slavery does not exist. There is a strong protest against slavery and equates it to a curse on humankind. Her wish is to get buried in a free land where no one is referred to as a slave. Imagery and metaphors are used to portray the kind of oppression that slaves undergo. 
[bookmark: _Hlk84670079]Additionally, in her poem "Bible Defense of Slavery," Eliza Harris depicts how the Bible has been used to encourage slavery in society. The Poem's tone indicates someone who is against what can be said to be criticizing the Bible on its stand on slavery. The Poem bases its message on the New and Old Testaments of the Bible, supporting slavery. Verses that talk of buying a selling slave have been used in supporting the message. Religion passages in the message have influenced what other people undertake in defense of practices such as slavery. With the Bible being highly regarded in religion, so people believe it is morally right. Therefore, those who wanted to continue slavery could use the Bible to defend themselves as a moral practice.  They could depict slavery as something that God himself agrees with and cannot be referred to as an immoral practice.  
Also, Jupiter Hammon, in his poem "An Essay on Slavery," tries to describe slavery as a manmade sin that was started by those influenced by dark forces. He is against slavery, and there is nothing that God has undertaken to indicate that he supports slavery in any form. In his message, he points out that the intention of those who came to the land of America was due to Christianity that they wanted to learn and later go back to their places of origin. He refers to the humble thoughts of those who came to the lands which were put away, and slavery was started. Therefore, Jupiter is not in any way supporting slavery but indicating it was an ill motive undertaking that was meant to satisfy the greed of mankind. 
On top of that, Phillis Wheatley, in his poem “On Being Brought from Africa to America," uses religion and God to indicate that there is a savior and slavery is not something that he wants for his people. The Poem brings out themes of divinity, racism, and mercy. Through the Poem, Phillis depicts the kind of racism that African-American communities go through. However, at the same time, she points out that God has mercy on the African Americans, and He has protected them and given them favors because of the challenges they undergo. There is an element of divinity when the poet refers to the element of God's favors on these people. Generally, the Poem is written as a protest against slavery and pointing there is no form of Godliness in such an act. Religion has been used to express dissatisfaction against the vice of slavery. 
In addition, in his Phillis Wheatley, in her Poem, "On Being Brought from Africa to America, Earl of Dartmouth," is a glorification of the work that has been undertaken to abolish slavery.  She indicates that different actions have been undertaking to ensure that slavery is stopped in the community. She used religion to point out how different important actions were important to achieve the abolishment of slavery. The indication of how happy she is with those who struggle to ensure slavery is abolished indicates a person who accepts that religion plays a key role in stopping vices that could lead to the suffering of black people. 
In conclusion black poetry history has extensively been discussed in the essay. Several aspects of religion of have been highlighted with the perception of writers and people about on their happenings during the period. Looking at the above discussion and messages associated with religion's view about slavery, all the poets do accept slavery in any way. They are using their poems to condemn what happens to black people. 
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