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	Higher learning movie was released in theaters in 1995. Young African American screenwriter John Singleton was the director of the movie. Higher learning was his third film and a resume of black classics such as Boyz in the hood and poetic justice. This movie was meant to be another singleton’s hit. 
  Unlike, his previous movies that focused the African American communities, Higher Learning stepped away from this concept and focused on the issues that college freshman face on campus.  As writer Robert Ebert states, Singleton's movie is interesting for several, but especially because he stands outside this campus system and looks at it with a detached eye. 
The Higher Learning movie is idealistic in a manner that it appears refreshingly dated. In singleton's view, the campus should allow children from all races and areas to intermingle and know each other instead of incorporating them into inflexible self-righteousness. The film is set in Los Angeles, CA in USC campus which is renamed as Columbia University. Different from the campuses that majority is familiar with today; the university that Singleton brings to life instills racial tension it is more of vulnerable students highly influenced by their peers and other young adults struggling to find their sexual identities.
The film tries to exploit concerns that happen in the majority of campuses that freshman faces.  Such as segregation of groups, sexual harassment cases, influences of peer and conformity to a group. On the college campus of Columbus University, John Singleton reveals the naked truth where the pressure of class performance and the finding of one’s identity can lead to bad choices if the environment itself does not promote integration amongst its people.   This film produces many conflicts of culture. In my film analysis, I would like to illustrate how an environment like this with so many problems develops social cohesion leading to group conformity focusing on the college campus.  During the times of the 90s and now, group conformity has and still reveals as an element to acts of racism, sexism and hatred crime.  I will use the characters in the film to display the dynamics leading to group conformity and their ending results among each character.
The film Higher Learning centers the story on three incoming freshmen who come from different places and have different lifestyles. Malik Williams, played by actor Omar Epps, is an African American student-athlete who comes in as a track superstar who immediately has to deal with financial issues, performing to the expectations on the track field and staying on top of his class work. Secondly, there is Kristin Connor, a young Caucasian female who comes from a struggling middle-class family.  Like Malik, she also is dealing with financial issues, class performance and she is dealing with sexuality concerns. 
Actress Kristy Swanson plays the role of Kristin.  Lastly, the film displays the character, Remy.  Remy, acted by Michael Rapaport, is the vaguest of the group.  He is a young white male who comes from a small town and is finally getting his taste of the big city life through his college experience.  Unlike the other characters, Remy is trying to identify himself with other students and groups on the campus.  He seems to be very awkward with others, vulnerable and most importantly lost because he does not know where he fits in.  
To fully understand the importance of these characters roles in the film, we must understand what group conformity is and the conflicts it upholds in cultures during the times of the film and today. According to psychologist lecturer Saul McLeod, “Conformity is a type of social influence involving a change in belief or behavior in order to fit in with a group.” Individuals placed in environments, especially new ones, are subjected to seek out others to gain credibility amongst their peers to acquire what to believe in.  This could be seen as positive because people come together to be a part of something in such an individualist country.  However, the problems concerning this issue are a development of stereotypes, group pressures and negative feelings toward other groups.  To illustrate how group conformity reveals these dilemmas, let’s take a look character, Malik, and Remy.   
At the beginning of Higher Learning, Malik is not shown as someone who is not racist nor prejudice but a young black male who is trying to be something in life.  When he encounters his first act of racism towards him (a young lady grabbing her purse when they were alone in the elevator), his initial reaction was to ignore it.  As more incidents of racism occur, we began to see him a grow contrast of fear and hatred for his white fellow classmates.  All of these feelings began conflicting upon Malik once he starts hanging around an older black student name Fudge, played by Ice Cube.  As Fudge puts it, “I figured out the system already,” Malik began to accept this ideology as the truth.  
This results in Malik continually believing that he can never grow as a man because there is underline constraint placed on him by his white counterparts.  In his mind, all of the bad things that were happening to him were due to him for being a black man and white people fearing blacks. Also, it did not help that every time Malik was addressed by the white campus police officers they would redirect his cry for justice as him committing a criminal act. On the other hand, Remy, who is struggling to find himself, is wrapped up in the neo-Nazi skinhead lifestyle because it allowed him to be a part of something and on top that it gave him a sense of power.  The outcome for Remy during his journey of group conformity ends with him being a part of a school shooting to prove himself a member.  Remy becomes remorseful, still lost of his nature, and commits suicide.  His last words, “All I wanted to do was go to school and become an engineer.”  
However, Kirsten Connor being the only female-focused subject in the film, her character is established from after a night of binge drink with her high school friends and some fraternity guys end up being raped at a party.  Her friends would soon turn their backs on her and soon she develops the stigma that every guy is no good.  Kristen then reaches out to a feminist group and under her lingering interest is captured by the love of the lesbian leader Taryn.  Despite her newfound love for women, the good looks and charm by the young gentleman Wayne, a classmate of hers sway her.  She is then placed in the middle of a love triangle that conflicts with what she believes in.  Unlike Malik and Remy, Kirsten experience of group conformity is derived from an experience and less influencing of peers.  
The nature of group conformity has succumbed to the many pressures for individuals to behave, believe and interact with one another.  The film Higher Learning illustrates how these things affect us as people and how they place invisible boundaries amongst us.  I believe what director John Singleton took the initiative to address this concern during a time when the country was slowly dividing apart.  Leading up to the making of this film, the world was dealing with many racial crimes, including the Rodney King and the police incident and the beginning of the O.J Simpson trial.  
These events had the world in shock as well as creating hostile environments all over the country.   It was significant enough for Singleton to illustrate this hostility where these attributes of hate, stereotypes, etc. can be learned and unlearned; in college.  This is way after all the catastrophes the movie exploits, it ends with a ceremonial picture of the American flag with the words “UNLEARN” parading across it. 
 To conclude this, in present-day campuses, individuals have shown such kind of behavior. These behaviors have been portrayed especially in the trial of Trayvon Martin and the trial of Marissa Alexander pinpointed in the Higher Learning movie. Cases like the Rodney King beating and the O.J Simpson case have brought about dividing amongst individuals and have also brought about a negative feeling towards opposing racial-ethnic groups.   Finally, as the film suggests, we have to UNLEARN these behaviors in order for us to move forward.
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