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Formal Lab Report Example
(Make sure that your title is clearly written and underlined. Make sure all the other fields are filled in. This helps signify why you are doing this report and who it is for.)









Lab Report Example Title: (Be sure to state the name of your report once again on this page)

Purpose (Make sure you underline your section titles.  This helps the reader follow your report.)
In this section you should explain what the point of your experiment is.  This may be listed or explained in the lab section provided to you.  If it isn’t, read the prelab information as it will often clue you in to this.
The purpose of this lab is to test responses to stimulus by multicellular organisms.

Predictions
In this section you provide an educated guess or assumption about what you think the result of the lab will be.  This should have some sort of an explanation that helps explain why you make that prediction.  You will not be judged on whether your hypothesis is correct or not.  You are only being asked to provide your best guess as to what will happen. If there are questions, answer them.
0. Read the procedure. Which stimulus do you think will be the fastest (visual, touch, hearing) and why?
0. Rank the stimulus in order of which you think will be the fastest to the slowest. Explain why you think this.
Materials
This section asks that you simply list all materials being used in your experiment.  This also includes any tables or previously given materials that you have. 
The materials used for this experiment are as follows:
1. 1 metre stick measure
1. Blindfold
1. 2-4 volunteers (the more the better – if you can find more than four, feel free to do extra)
Procedure
In this section you simply need to report what the procedure for your experiment was. This step helps us understand what exactly will happen during your experiment. Please be sure to take pictures of the steps of your experiment. Include these with your lab. Photos should be labelled to explain what step you were doing at the time of the photo. A minimum of Five photos is required.
Part One: Visual Stimulus
1. Find 2-4 people to test.
1. Hold the metre ruler above your test subject’s hand using only your index finger and your thumb.
1. Your test subject should hold their index finger and thumb open at the bottom of the ruler with their fingers level with the 0 mark on the ruler.
1. Drop the ruler without warning your test subject. Your test subject should catch the ruler as fast as they can.
1. Record the number of centimeters the ruler has dropped by looking at the location of your test subject’s thumb and index finger on the ruler.
1. Repeat until you have 10 results for each test subject that you use.

Part Two: Touch Stimulus
1. Maintain the same setup as part one.
1. Blindfold your test subject.
1. Tap your subject on the head at the same instant you drop the ruler.
1. Record 10 results for each test subject.

Part Three: Hearing Stimulus
1. Maintain the same setup as part one.
1. Blindfold your test subject.
1. Say “now” as you drop the ruler.
1. Record 10 results for each test subject.
Observations
This section is a recording of all data or information you gathered while doing the experiment.  Put any notes, graphs, sketches and recordings you made in this section.
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Analysis
This is the section where you will interpret the data you found in your observations.  If you are given any questions this is where you answer them.
1. Which test had the fastest results? Why do you think this is?

1. How could you make sure your results are as accurate as possible?

1. Do you think this was a “fair” test? Why or why not?

Conclusions
This section should be a summary of the experiment.  Answer the purpose and address whether your hypothesis ended up being correct.  Prove it by using your results or data.  Don’t leave this unaddressed.  This section should only be about a paragraph long, so keep it concise.
The purpose of this experiment was to ______________________________________________. I predicted that ___________________________________________________________________. I was right/wrong because _________________________________________________________________...... Please compare each prediction you made in your hypothesis. Add any other details you think help make your conclusion and scientific findings strong.


