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Canada and the United States

much that is admirable in Christison’s work, and her
thesis is at times well thought out and supported, she
should try to integrate more of the opposing view into
her presentation, rely less on secondary sources, and
write in a less strident style.
STEVEN Z. FREIBERGER
College of St. Elizabeth

Nick CULLATHER. Secret History: The CIA’s Classified
Account of Its Operations in Guatemala, 1952-1954.
Stanford: Stanford University Press. 1999. Pp. xI, 142.
Cloth $39.50, paper $14.95.

“Operation PBSUCCESS,” the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) orchestrated overthrow of Jacobo Ar-
benz Guzmdén’s Guatemalan government in 1954, has
been examined with greater depth than any covert
project in the history of U.S. foreign relations. Indeed,
a boomlet of literature began in 1982 with the publi-
cation in rapid succession of Stephen C. Schlesinger
and Stephen Kinzer’s Bitter Fruit: The Untold Story of
the American Coup in Guatemala and my The CIA in
Guatemala: The Foreign Policy of Intervention. Based
on hundreds of documents released through the Free-
dom of Information Act, both books presented de-
tailed narratives and critiqued U.S. policy as wrong-
headed. But whereas Schlesinger and Kinzer
attributed the Eisenhower administration’s motives to
a commitment to protect U.S. economic interests,
especially those of the United Fruit Company, I em-
phasized strategic concerns and misperceptions rooted
in a “Cold War ethos.” Then, in Shattered Hope: The
Guatemalan Revolution and the United States, 1944—
1954 (1991), Piero Gleijeses, using extensive interviews
with Guatemalans, revealed the previously overlooked
culpability of Arbenz’s military. He also argued that
the president’s relationship to Guatemala’s Commu-
nists was much closer than previous students of PB-
SUCCESS had suggested.

All of these works were handicapped by the contin-
ued classification of the archives of the CIA itself.
Following the end of the Cold War, however, the
agency announced a policy of “openness.” It organized
a series of conferences with scholars, most accompa-
nied by the release of documents for the first time, and
pledged to make public many more in the near future.
It also hired skilled historians to write histories of
pivotal covert operations.

Nick Cullather was one of those historians. A gifted
student of the history of U.S. foreign relations, Cul-
lather was attracted by the chance to gain access to the
CIA’s files. The opportunity to write about the opera-
tion in Guatemala was particularly appealing. Conver-
sant with PBSUCCESS’s comparatively rich historiog-
raphy, he recognized that an agency-sanctioned study,
even if intended for internal use as a training manual,
would serve as a barometer of the worth of the CIA’s
archives. He would be able to evaluate the extent to
which they addressed unanswered questions and re-
solved conflicting interpretations.
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Cullather wrote Operation PBSUCCESS: The United
Sttes and Guatemala, 1952-1954 from 1992-1993. The
CIA declassified the manuscript, albeit with numerous
redactions, in 1997. Stanford University Press has now
made it available, still with the redactions. The general
contours of the history of U.S.-Guatemala relations
have not been secret because of the prior scholarship
(appended at the end are excepts from Gerald K.
Hanes’s more sensational study of the CIA’s assassi-
nation plans). The discussion of the growing alarm
with which Washington assessed the Communist threat
in Guatemala after the 1944 Revolution; the reform
initiatives of Arbenz and his predecessor, Juan José
Arévelo; the CIA plan (PBFORTUNE) to oust Ar-
benz that the Truman administration aborted in 1952;
the formulation of PBSUCCESS and identification of
Carlos Enrique Castillo Armas to spearhead the coun-
terrevolution; and the unfolding of the operation, the
resignation of Arbenz, and the machinations that
brought Castillo Armas to the presidency will be
familiar to most students of the Cold War.

In many cases, Cullather relies on the extant litera-
ture. What is more, he agrees with the consensus that
emerged over the past two decades: PBSUCCESS was
a blunder that produced tragic consequences for the
Guatemalans. His book is, nevertheless, an extremely
valuable contribution. It fine-tunes the narrative and
provides a more precise chronology. It presents robust
evidence that Washington was not the servant of the
United Fruit Company, and it demolishes Frederick
W. Marks’s argument that Castillo Armas’s Army of
Liberation was a credible force with widespread indig-
enous support. Most important, Cullather demon-
strates all but conclusively that, contrary to legend,
PBSUCCESS did not succeed because of committed
anticommunists or brilliant CIA planners. It succeeded
because the Guatemalan army chose to force Arbenz
to resign rather than fight a war it would surely win.
“Incredible” was Dwight D. Eisenhower’s retrospec-
tive reaction (p. 109).

Even with access to CIA archives, Cullather cannot
resolve all disputes. Most notably, the issue of Ar-
benz’s ties to the Communists remains to be contested.
Still, historians will not be disappointed with the
quality of Cullather’s scholarship. If anything, the
publication of this work should intensify our disap-
pointment with the CIA’s behavior. Despite its initial
vow, the agency has refused to declassify the docu-
ments, even the promised portion, that drove Cullath-
er’s study. The few isolated documents that have been
released are of limited use for the historian because
they cannot be analyzed within the context of their
complements. Hence the CIA has placed Cullather in
an untenable position for a scholar, and that should
offend—and be challenged by—all historians.

RicHARD H. IMMERMAN
Temple University

[All reviewers of books by Indiana University faculty

are selected with the advice of the Board of Editors.]

ReBeEcca E. KLaTtcH. A Generation Divided: The New
Left, the New Right, and the 1960s. Berkeley and Los

AprriL 2001

This content downloaded from
132.174.254.127 on Mon, 26 Jul 2021 20:34:03 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



	Contents
	image 1

	Issue Table of Contents
	American Historical Review, Vol. 106, No. 2, Apr., 2001
	Front Matter [pp.i-xv]
	Sleep We Have Lost: Pre-Industrial Slumber in the British Isles [pp.343-386]
	Mother Ada Wright and the International Campaign to Free the Scottsboro Boys, 1931-1934 [pp.387-430]
	"A New World for Women"? Abortion Law Reform in Britain during the 1930s [pp.431-459]
	Was the Third Reich Movie-Made? Interdisciplinarity and the Reframing of "Ideology" [pp.460-484]
	The Great Bophuthatswana Donkey Massacre: Discourse on the Ass and the Politics of Class and Grass [pp.485-507]
	Review Essay
	The Fates of Human Societies: A Review of Recent Macrohistories [pp.508-525]

	Reviews of Books
	Methods/Theory
	untitled [p.526]
	untitled [pp.526-527]
	untitled [pp.527-528]
	untitled [pp.528-529]
	untitled [pp.529-530]
	untitled [pp.530-531]
	untitled [pp.531-532]
	untitled [p.532]
	untitled [pp.532-533]
	untitled [pp.533-534]
	untitled [pp.534-535]
	untitled [pp.535-536]
	untitled [pp.536-537]

	Comparative/World
	untitled [pp.537-538]
	untitled [p.539]
	untitled [pp.539-540]
	untitled [pp.540-541]
	untitled [pp.541-542]
	untitled [pp.542-543]
	untitled [pp.543-544]
	untitled [pp.544-545]

	Asia
	untitled [p.546]
	untitled [pp.546-547]
	untitled [p.548]
	untitled [pp.548-549]
	untitled [pp.549-550]
	untitled [pp.550-551]
	untitled [p.551]
	untitled [p.552]
	untitled [pp.552-553]
	untitled [pp.553-554]
	untitled [pp.554-555]
	untitled [pp.555-556]

	Canada and the United States
	untitled [pp.556-557]
	untitled [pp.557-558]
	untitled [pp.558-559]
	untitled [pp.559-560]
	untitled [pp.560-561]
	untitled [pp.561-562]
	untitled [pp.562-563]
	untitled [pp.563-564]
	untitled [p.564]
	untitled [pp.564-565]
	untitled [pp.565-566]
	untitled [pp.566-567]
	untitled [pp.567-568]
	untitled [pp.568-569]
	untitled [p.569]
	untitled [pp.569-570]
	untitled [pp.570-571]
	untitled [pp.571-572]
	untitled [pp.572-573]
	untitled [pp.573-574]
	untitled [pp.574-575]
	untitled [p.575]
	untitled [pp.575-576]
	untitled [pp.576-577]
	untitled [pp.577-578]
	untitled [pp.578-579]
	untitled [pp.579-580]
	untitled [pp.580-581]
	untitled [pp.581-582]
	untitled [pp.582-583]
	untitled [pp.583-585]
	untitled [pp.585-586]
	untitled [p.586]
	untitled [pp.586-587]
	untitled [pp.587-588]
	untitled [pp.588-589]
	untitled [pp.589-590]
	untitled [pp.590-591]
	untitled [pp.591-592]
	untitled [pp.592-593]
	untitled [pp.593-594]
	untitled [pp.594-595]
	untitled [p.595]
	untitled [pp.595-597]
	untitled [pp.597-598]
	untitled [pp.598-599]
	untitled [pp.599-600]
	untitled [pp.600-602]
	untitled [pp.602-603]
	untitled [pp.603-604]
	untitled [pp.604-605]
	untitled [p.605]
	untitled [pp.605-606]
	untitled [pp.606-607]
	untitled [pp.607-608]
	untitled [pp.608-609]
	untitled [pp.609-610]
	untitled [pp.610-611]
	untitled [p.611]

	Caribbean and Latin America
	untitled [pp.611-612]
	untitled [pp.612-613]
	untitled [pp.613-614]
	untitled [pp.614-615]
	untitled [pp.615-616]
	untitled [pp.616-617]
	untitled [pp.617-618]
	untitled [pp.618-619]
	untitled [pp.619-620]
	untitled [pp.620-621]

	Europe: Ancient and Medieval
	untitled [p.622]
	untitled [pp.622-623]
	untitled [p.624]
	untitled [pp.624-625]
	untitled [pp.625-626]
	untitled [pp.626-627]
	untitled [pp.627-628]
	untitled [p.628]
	untitled [pp.628-629]
	untitled [pp.629-630]
	untitled [pp.630-631]
	untitled [pp.631-632]
	untitled [p.632]

	Europe: Early Modern and Modern
	untitled [pp.632-633]
	untitled [pp.633-634]
	untitled [pp.634-635]
	untitled [pp.635-637]
	untitled [p.637]
	untitled [pp.637-638]
	untitled [pp.638-639]
	untitled [pp.639-640]
	untitled [pp.640-641]
	untitled [pp.641-642]
	untitled [pp.642-643]
	untitled [pp.643-644]
	untitled [pp.644-645]
	untitled [pp.645-646]
	untitled [pp.646-647]
	untitled [p.647]
	untitled [p.648]
	untitled [pp.648-649]
	untitled [p.649]
	untitled [pp.649-650]
	untitled [pp.650-651]
	untitled [pp.651-652]
	untitled [pp.652-653]
	untitled [pp.653-654]
	untitled [pp.654-655]
	untitled [pp.655-657]
	untitled [pp.657-658]
	untitled [pp.658-659]
	untitled [pp.659-660]
	untitled [pp.660-662]
	untitled [pp.662-663]
	untitled [pp.663-664]
	untitled [pp.664-665]
	untitled [pp.665-666]
	untitled [pp.666-667]
	untitled [p.667]
	untitled [pp.667-668]
	untitled [pp.668-669]
	untitled [pp.669-670]
	untitled [pp.670-671]
	untitled [pp.671-672]
	untitled [pp.672-673]
	untitled [p.673]
	untitled [pp.673-674]
	untitled [pp.674-675]
	untitled [pp.675-676]
	untitled [pp.676-677]
	untitled [pp.677-678]
	untitled [pp.678-679]
	untitled [pp.679-680]
	untitled [pp.680-681]
	untitled [pp.681-682]
	untitled [pp.682-683]
	untitled [pp.683-684]
	untitled [pp.684-685]
	untitled [pp.685-686]
	untitled [pp.686-687]
	untitled [p.687]

	Middle East and Northern Africa
	untitled [pp.688-689]

	Sub-Saharan Africa
	untitled [pp.689-690]
	untitled [pp.690-691]
	untitled [p.691]
	untitled [pp.691-692]
	untitled [pp.692-693]

	Film Reviews
	untitled [pp.694-695]
	untitled [pp.695-697]
	untitled [pp.697-698]
	untitled [pp.698-699]

	Collected Essays [pp.700-708]
	Documents and Bibliographies [pp.709-711]
	Other Books Received [pp.712-719]
	Communications [pp.720-723]
	Back Matter [pp.724-48(a)]



