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“Facing West from California Shores” by Walt Whitman
This is one piece of its kind that demonstrates the American individuality. This poem has the primary objective of advancing the American nationalism. Literary devices have been used in this poem which helps reinforces the message that Whitman conveys. Phrases such as “Inquiring,  what is yet unfound,” “facing” and “almost” are metaphorical images that try to depict an ongoing battle. It is not over yet as American people, but it’s almost, the goal is yet unfound but the fight is going and individuals ought to come together for a common purpose ( “Art Essays" 2018).
The poem starts with the phrase “Facing West from California Shores, ” and at this point, it is not easy to recognize the speaker of the poem. However as one goes on reading, in the third line personification has been used, “I, a child, very old…towards the house of maternity,”. From the phrase of the third line, one finds out that that the speaker is not Whitman, but instead, it is the American landmass. The American land is used as a person, as a young person, as an old person and as an expectant mother that is about to deliver.
Alliteration has also been used in the poem to give the piece a rhythm. The “Froms” reinforces the beat of the poem, but they have a stronger impact than the traditional rhyme. “From the south, from the flowery peninsulas,” alliteration is used to help switch from one topography to another.
Other literary images include contradiction where its unclear about how a child can be old. The primary purpose of this contradiction is to make a comparison of the old America and the new America.


 “Songs of Myself” by Walt Whitman
In “Songs of Myself,” Whitman tries to convey the idea of the self, the idea of the self with other selves and the relationships with the ecosystem. “The atmosphere is not a perfume, and it has no taste of the distillation….” The use of personification here demonstrates the beauty of nature and how the speaker is in love with nature. The atmosphere here is personified, and the author is in love with the atmosphere. 
Metaphors have also been used to enhance the idea of civilization that the speaker talks about in the poem. Houses and rooms, in this case, signify the enlightenment. “Houses and rooms are full of perfumes, and the shelves are crowded with perfumes” ("The Walt Whitman Archive", 2018). This line illustrates the impact of civilization and how civilization has integrated a lot of people into accepting and embracing it. A lot of people have adopted it and the reason as to why the perfume is crowded everywhere inside the house.
Alliteration for instance “The play of Shine and shade” in Stanza 2 line 3, is used for essential purposes that were bringing the rhythm to the poem. The speaker intends to show the benefits of nature and the urgency of reconnecting with the ecosystem. The delight found in nature cannot be found in anything that man has ever built or erected. 
Grass in the poem has been used as a symbol to indicate the speaker’s grave. He refers to the single blades of grass, and grass leaves handing down himself as “to the grass I love.”  
“Mending Walls” by Robert Frost
“Mending Walls” is a piece that describes neighbors who are fond of patching the walls between them to maintain peace. The narrator seems to be skeptical about this undertaking.
Personification, for instance, "My apple trees will never get across.." Apple trees have been given the features of human beings to reinforce the skepticism of the narrator about the idea of mending the walls that separate the two of them. There is no livestock which would move around and destroy the farm of one another. There is a force that does not love the mending of the wall between the two neighbors, and the narrator does not show this force. However, the narrator gives this force human features to demonstrate his skepticism of the wall, “Something there is that doesn’t love a wall..
There is the use of Metaphor to show how the narrator demeans the construction of the walls between the neighbors. “Oh, just another kind of outdoor-door game, One on a side.” To the narrator, the walls appear to be a game, and thus the narrator does not take this seriously, by labeling it as a game.
The Pine tree and the apple trees are symbolic. Apples blossom during spring, “spring is the mischief in him,” clearly symbolizes him. “Something there is that doesn’t love the wall,” is symbolic in like him that doesn’t love the wall, Apple trees symbolizes him. These are because apple trees are messy as they shade leaves and they are full of excitement and change. The apples express the persona support of reform rather than traditional confinement.
“Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost
 The road is a metaphor. The road splitting demonstrates life choices that individuals make. “Two roads diverge in the wood, and I took the one less travelled, and that has made the difference.” It shows in life individuals go for the easy choices, but they end up losing, the narrator took made the hard choice, and it brought a difference.
Woods symbolize life. Woods are scary, and like life which offer choices, the woods also provided two roads to be used. Therefore in life, some individuals engage in doing the normal but a path of success is hard, and the choice of being successful is not admired by many.
Alliteration is used to enhance the theme of the poem that is about life choices. “Because it was grassy and wanted wear,” is a line that has alliteration. Demonstrates how difficult it is sometimes to make some decisions in life and why most of the people avoid some choices although they would result in a difference in the long run. The road being grassy is like no light at the beginning of the tunnel, but finally one can see the light at the end of the tunnel for taking these choices.
Personification also is used when the narrators, says “wanted tear.” The road is given a human feature of wanting tear. Demonstrates why people avoided the road, and generally why people would avoid making specific choices in life. Reasons being maybe because the choices are old fashioned, they are not appealing and the many challenges one might encounter while making these choices.
Imagery is demonstrated when the narrator says in the first stanza “two roads diverged in a yellow wood", and "And both that morning equally lay/ in leaves no step had trodden black" in the second stanza. This creates a picture in the mind of the reader to figure out how the roads of the narrator look like.
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