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Thesis: This paper will cover the four types of child abuse, signs and symptoms of children being maltreated and how to prevent child abuse.

Child abuse refers to an action done by an individual either a grown-up or other children that places the child at risk while child neglect is a constant failure to meet the essential needs of a child. Household that has anger issues and drug abuse cases have a higher prevalence of child neglect and abuse. Some children may not be aware they are being abused, childhood is an initial stage in life which involves innocence and ignorance and the heart of a child is usually pure. An abusive parent or caregiver physically, emotionally and sexually abuses the child (McCoy & Keen, 2013). There are four forms of child abuse that is emotional harm, sexual harm, neglect, and physical harm. The consequences of child abuse maybe short termed and long-term effects. Strangers or family members exploit the children’s innocence and ignorance for sexual services. Other forms of child abuse include exposure to domestic violence, child trafficking, grooming, female genital mutilation, online abuse, and bullying. 

There are various reasons why I chose this topic. First, sexual abuse involves persuasion or enforcement of children to take part in sexual conduct for instance molestation, incest, improper touching of children’s genitals and prostitution. It also involves the sexual exploitation of children by adults for status, power or money (Child Welfare Information Gateway, 2013). Additionally, sexual abuse can be in form of grooming where adults pretend to be friendly to children for sexual purposes, voyeurism as well as exposure to pornography. Signs of a child being sexually abused include nightmares, bizarre sexual behavior or knowledge for a child of that age, becomes pregnant or gets a venereal ailment, running away from home, difficulty in sitting and walking, becoming easily connected with strangers, and bedwetting which became a major reason to have interest in the same.
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