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Under what conditions, if any, do you believe it is morally justifiable to withhold life-extending treatment? Under what conditions, if any, is this not justifiable?
Ethical and emotional challenges often arise in regards to decisions to withdraw or withhold life-extending treatment. One of the conditions where the withholding of life-extending treatment is morally justifiable is where a patient has expressly stated that they do not want to be subjected to life-extending treatment. The principle of autonomy, which states that individuals have the right to act independently, is well established and morally validated by a patient's indisputable right to decline treatment (Gedge et al., 2007). If the patient lacks appropriate decision making capacity, their surrogate can also decline treatment on behalf of the patient. It is also morally permissible for physicians to discontinue an intervention once it no longer aids in achieving the patient's care objectives or intended quality of life. 
Under what conditions, if any, do you believe individuals should have the legal right to “actively” end their lives?
Patients should be allowed the right to actively end their lives when all medical alternatives to diminish their suffering (both physical and mental) have failed. In the face of unbearable suffering and a patient’s overall best interest, active euthanasia may be considered a moral good (Doyal, 2001). Unbearable pain reduces the patient’s comfort and subjects them to suffering that can be avoided. The continuation of medical interventions in such circumstances is of no medical benefit or is too vexatious. 
If the Oregon “Death with Dignity Act” – which allows terminally ill individuals to be prescribed medication to end their lives – where to be on the ballot in New York State, would you vote to make this a legal option? Why or why not? 
I would vote for the passing of the Death with Dignity Act. I believe terminally ill patients who are undergoing physical pain that cannot be managed should be allowed to fasten an unavoidable death. Some conditions should however have to be met for assisted suicide to be allowed. These are; the patient should be competent enough to make and communicate this decision, all other alternatives must have failed and the existing medical interventions must have failed to achieve the intended care objectives. The Death with Dignity Act allows for these conditions. As long as these conditions are met I believe it is permissible to allow terminally ill patients to end their lives.
After reading the “Death with Dignity” article note (1) two claims, insights, or suggestions with which you agree and (2) two claims, insights, or suggestions with which you do not agree.
Agree
Terminally ill patients have the right to avoid unnecessary suffering and end their life in a dignified and humane manner
Educational attainment increases the likelihood of seeking aid in dying
The process by which the terminally ill seek aid in dying should follow the established civil procedure
Disagree
The depression scale should be adjusted for the seriously ill as suggested by Dr. Timothy Quill
Fear about quality of life as a reason for seeking aid in dying. Fear should not be a driving factor for seeking aid in dying but rather actual poor quality of life should be a reason.
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