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Throughout history, drug and substance use has been significantly associated with severe juvenile delinquency. Various connections have been highlighted between juvenile substance abuse and serious offending. Over time, the undeniable link between drug use and the development of juvenile delinquent behavior has been asserted by various scholars. It can be attested by the frequent street arrests and newspaper coverage.  

[bookmark: _Toc57904337]Introduction
Observably, there exists an undeniable link between drug abuse and the development of juvenile delinquent behavior. Tellingly, it is argued that youths who engage in drug and substance abuse often get themselves on the justice system's negative side. Based on various research pieces of evidence, it can be claimed that drug and substance abuse causes the development of delinquent behavior among young individuals (Hawkins et al. 1987). The use of drugs and alcohol substances has been significantly associated with a high number of school dropouts and consequent involvement in negative peer groups. Additionally, Wilson & Howell (1993) argued that the possession and use of drugs and alcohol are generally illegal for all youth. 
Similarly, substance abuse is associated with violent and income-generating crimes by the youth. Moreover, it is essential to note that youths who engage in drug use are also associated with gangs, drug trafficking, prostitution, and a growing number of youth homicide activities. In essence, these negative activities are often linked to youth substance abuse. This current paper identified the highest association between drug use by male juveniles and the subsequent commission of drug-related crimes. 

It is argued that young people who constantly abuse drugs often experience a wide array of health-related difficulties, consequently increasing their involvement with the juvenile justice system. Most of the juvenile offenders are likely to exhibit substance use disorders. In this sense, substance use can be considered a significant predictor of engagement in offending behavior by juveniles. For this reason, the nexus between substance use and serious juvenile delinquency has presented essential implications in the juvenile justice system (Stamatel, 2020). Evidence drawn from past research works indicates that most juveniles who engage in delinquent behavior have substance abuse problems. This offending behavior is associated with their involvement in drugs.

[bookmark: _Toc57904338]Factors influencing Juvenile delinquency
Arguably, juvenile delinquency has been considered a serious issue of social concern. Several theories have been advanced to explain its cause. It is important to note that some theorists have argued that juvenile delinquency is generally a result of unstable psychological health. Such theorists have attributed behavior and mood disorders to the participation and exhibition of delinquent behavior by juveniles. Against this understanding, it is essential to understand that individuals with altered brain functionalities might engage in antisocial behaviors that closely associate with delinquent behavior. For instance, individuals with mood disorders and behavioral problems usually exhibit destructive thinking with others, consequently bringing them in trouble with the law enforcers specifically due to issues on aggression, violence, and evident inability to create and maintain meaningful interpersonal relationships.


The environment in which an individual admittedly has a significant role in influencing the development of delinquent behavior and consequent involvement in criminality. Male juveniles are usually at high risk of being involved in criminal activities due to regular and increased exposure to violent and abusive crimes. Juveniles living in neighborhoods with easy availability of drugs may tend to engage in drug and substance abuse. In a sense, poor neighborhoods are highly associated with drug use since most people try to find emotional stability in drugs due to poverty and economic difficulties in these areas. Observably, juveniles in these regions have easy access to drugs, which may contribute to their engagement in drugs (Ryan et al., 2013). Juveniles who live in high-crime neighborhoods are usually introduced to drugs at observably disproportionate rates than others living in stable neighborhoods.  
Peer groups are associated with strong influence and can be a significant motivating factor for juveniles to engage in drugs, “Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals (I Corinthians 15:33). To achieve acceptance in peer groups, juveniles are forced to do what the others are doing. However, their engagement in drugs may result in involvement in negative activities. Zimring (1998) observed that a majority of juvenile delinquent acts are committed in groups. Alternatively, continued drug use may place juveniles in situations where crimes are more likely to occur. Besides, continued association with delinquent peer groups may also be a contributing factor to engage in delinquent behavior.




It is argued that juveniles with low levels of family attachment or those who have been physically and emotionally abused may turn to delinquency as a way of addressing their physical and emotional traumas. Similarly, a majority of neglected have been found to engage in drugs and substance abuse in a bid to find satisfaction, “Give strong drink to the one who is perishing, and Wine to those in bitter distress; let them drink and forget their poverty and remember their misery no more (Proverbs 31 6-7). Similarly, emotional problems such as anxiety, stress, and depression may also lead juveniles to drug addiction and alcohol use (Sharma & Su, 2020).

Additionally, as observed before, juveniles living in more impoverished neighborhoods tend to engage more in delinquent activities due to socioeconomic conditions. It is argued that even though all neighborhoods are not exempted from delinquency, juveniles from more impoverished neighborhoods engage more in criminality because the socioeconomic conditions have conditioned them to believe that this is what they need to do to survive and, above all, prosper. In essence, theft and other forms of petty crimes tend to be commonplace in these areas. 
[bookmark: _Toc57904339]Drug abuse and juvenile delinquency
Generally, substance abuse is considered a common cause of juvenile delinquency. Observably, children who engage in drugs may be forced to find other ways to sustain their drug spree. Similarly, it has been observed that children who are regularly exposed to drugs lack the necessities, which may prompt them to engage in crime to find them. Arguably, it is essential to understand that juvenile engagement in drug abuse is a depiction of delinquent behavior in itself; however, as observed, drug abuse can as well be considered a causal factor in some other criminal and antisocial delinquent behaviors such as theft, stealing, rape and general disturbance of the peace. 

Essentially, juvenile engagement in drugs contributes significantly to the development of undesirable behavior. It is possible to exhibit undesirable behavior due to engagement in drugs, "WineWine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise (Proverbs 20:1). Continuous use of drugs may force juveniles to drop out of school, consequently affecting their future educational careers besides their social development. In essence, these can lead to the development of deviant behavior and activities (Stamatel, 2020). Observably, the most common depiction of delinquent behavior is violent behavior, especially from addicted juveniles.

Behaviors such as underage drinking are generally considered delinquent since they may lead to the exhibition of inappropriate behavior in public, “Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy (Romans 13:13). Juveniles who engage in drinking and abuse of drugs are argued to place themselves and that of others at risk, such as sexual abuse or being involved in crime. For this reason, the following is a representation of how drug use can be attributed to the development of delinquent behavior. 
[bookmark: _Toc57904340]Drug selling 
Addicted juveniles may engage in the sale of drugs because they would really like to see others take drugs like them. Also, others may sell drugs so they can accumulate enough money to purchase more drugs. Also, to continue engaging in delinquent activities and criminal activities, juveniles may engage in drug sales. However, it is essential to note that the sale of drugs itself is a criminal act prohibited by law.
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Drug addiction has been associated with robbery, burglary, and stealing. Arguably, because parents and families living in poor neighborhoods may not support their children's drug addiction financially, these juveniles are forced to engage in stealing and robbery to continue their drug use (Sharma & Su, 2020).

[bookmark: _Toc57904342]Assaults 
Due to the loss of consciousness after the use of drugs, juveniles often engage in criminal activities due to intoxication (Pérez-Góme et al., 2019). Some of these include; weapon attack, murder, and rape. It is argued that due to intoxication, juveniles find it easy to engage in these crimes. Getting high on drugs might result in the commission of criminal acts, "Do not get drunk on wineWine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). 
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Admittedly, the most common visible phenomenon among juveniles engaging in drugs is the exhibition of violent behavior. It is worth noting that this violence makes them develop defiance against the established regulations and society. Besides, it is observed that the interaction of juveniles with the other peers who engage in drugs may introduce innocent juveniles into the world of crimes. Summarily, the involvement in drug and substance abuse may result in intoxication, involvement with deviant peer groups and unending addiction to drug use, which may lead to the commission of violent crimes, "Likewise, teach the younger women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wineWine, but to teach what is good (Titus 2:3). For this reason, it can be argued that substance use and juvenile offending present a reciprocal relationship. 

Although drug and substance use in itself is not the primary motivating factor for the involvement in delinquent criminal behavior, it significantly enhances the risk of engaging in offending behavior (White et al., 2002). According to this argument, juveniles engaged in drug use are more likely to commit a crime either to obtain funds to support their drug use or due to lack of consciousness after drug use. For instance, it was observed that juvenile drug traffickers reported higher rates of property crimes than nonusers.
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