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Empiricism and Rationalism
People frequently act hypocritically by seeming to embrace something solely due to societal limits placed. According to Twain (2011), empiricism and rationalism are two common Western philosophical approaches to answering epistemological issues. Even though there are some similarities between the two terms, there are also some significant distinctions. Empiricism is the notion that information may get gained through seeing the outside world. Empiricism, in essence, rejects the rationalist difference between previous and empirical understanding. Empiricists think that no knowledge can get gained only by reasoning. To put it another way, without experiences, there would be no knowledge. On the other hand, rationalists distinguish between previous and empirical knowledge and regard reason as the primary source of knowledge. Rational thinking is the source of empirical knowledge. The scientific method represents the combination of empiricism and rationalism. It is worth remembering that the scientific process emphasizes the value of evidence. As a result, all theories must be sorely tested in the real world.
Twain (2011) claimed that humans are the only horrible creatures in "The Lowest Animal." He backs up his claim with evidence from the past and present, whereby he tests his discoveries in an actual experiment—details concerning our human beings' nasty and filthy qualities from the writing. Humans' greed, cruelty, obscenity, waste, and other unpleasant characteristics are discussed by Mark Twain. He professed to have conducted several studies to back his assertion that humans are the lowest species on the earth. Twain intended to demonstrate how far we've failed to live up to our idealistic moral ideals and critique our heinous actions. Regarding Hughes 'salvation,' he considers reason to be the primary source and test of knowledge. Hughes believes that belief in GodGod is only rational if there is sufficient evidence for the existence of GodGod (Hughes, 2002). 
In his experiments, Twain exposes the heinous extent to which humankind would go to justify a "point." He describes how Native People would tear out the eyes of their foes. He explains how King John would use a flaming hot rod to punish his little nephew. He recounts several incidents of violence motivated by bias and intolerance. He says that most males would prefer to avoid the vivid details of these heinous crimes while allowing them to continue. This argument is powerful since it tackles the harsh nature of human existence, which we try to conceal from curious eyes. Twain is not one to take shortcuts or skirt around complex subjects. In Hughes’ salvation, he believed that the intellect might immediately understand a class of truths because reality is essentially logical. Rationalism is a logical and abstract reasoning approach to thought.
In his final experiment, Twain provides robust evidence confirming his belief that people are harsh, intolerant animals. He put representatives from various religions in the same cage and left them to discuss theology. Upon going back to the cage, he saw a dreadful scene. The men had killed each other over religious differences. This incident highlights the aggressive responses man has when confronted with resistance. Hughes claimed that the existence of GodGod is not supported by substantial evidence. As a result, belief in GodGod is irrational.
Conclusively, Twain arrived at his judgments via the scientific process, thereby demonstrating empiricism. His writing backs up this claim by explaining his assumption, generalizations, experiments, evidence, working area, and techniques, as well as what he discovered throughout this experiment. Twain also verified every postulate provided by putting it to the test in an actual investigation and then deciding whether to accept or reject it based on the results. On the other hand, Hughes is a rationalist as he distinguished between exiting knowledge and reasoning as the fundamental source of knowledge. Arguably empiricism and rationalism are both represented in the scientific process. Therefore, it is essential to remember that the scientific method stresses the importance of evidence.
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