***Read each question carefully, and be sure to answer all components of these 4  questions.   ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS IN DETAIL!  (25 points each)
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1. Describe developmental trends in dating for boys and girls.  In what ways does formal operational thought influence the choices adolescents make? Does an adolescent’s ability to think abstractly and reason with logic hold a stronger influence than the pressure they feel to be accepted by their peers on the decisions they make regarding participation in risky behavior?  Include a discussion of adolescent substance use and engagement in unprotected/risky sex in your response. 

2. Women today are having fewer children and delaying their first child until later. Many women now safely have children up until menopause. Are there any advantages to having your children earlier? Or does the wisdom that seems associated with being an older mom encourage women to put off having children until later? What’s better for the children? Which is better for the parent(s)?

3. Middle adulthood used to be thought of as being worse off than youth and better off than old age. Now, however, researchers are finding that middle age has a developmental process of its own. Although the midlife crisis is a popular perception of middle adulthood, statistics show that most people consider middle age the best period in their lives.  Describe why this may be so (be sure to reference social, physical, cognitive and personality characteristics in your answer).  

4. In response to the increase in the number of people who live until late adulthood, many communities have developed programs and services to meet the special needs of the elderly. These services are provided through private and public agencies on the local, county, state, and federal level. What information (social, physical, cognitive, personality) would you give to the government if you were consulted to describe this group.  What advice would you give them?  










