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Children raised by same-sex
couples are disadvantaged
compared to other children.

Soon after her college graduation, Hannah decided it was finally time
to let her parents know that she had fallen in love with a woman. For-
tunately, Hannah’s parents, Max and Millie, were very supportive of their
daughter and her partner. A few years later the whole family happily cel-
ebrated the young couple’s engagement and marriage. It was the day that
Hannah announced she was pregnant, however, that both Max and Millie
' felt some concern. Max confided to Millie that he was worried about what
it would be like for their future grandehild to grow up with no dad and two
ms. Millie also shared her worries that the child might have some disad-

antages compared to other children.

Did Max and Millie have good reasons to be
ncerned about their future grandchild?

ch of history, a large majority of children have been raised in homes
e mom and one dad. The increase in divorce rates in the 1970s began
away at the two-parent norm with an increasing trend of single moms
ildren. Same-sex parenting is another trend that has been chal-
e traditional family structure. Just like many people began won-
ut the disadvantages caused to children due to a divorce, many
r about the possible disadvantages of children who are raised
couple. ‘

examined the relationship between same-sex paljentlng
ldhood outcomes. Some of the outcomes assessed 1nclu‘de
ment, psychological development, and the parent-chlld
studied variables relate to gender development such as
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ehavior, gender identity, and sexual preference.
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erosexual parents, the meta-analysis indicated that t?nere were no differean
for children’s cognitive de.velopment or psychf)loglcal functioning. On th:
other hand, the analysis did find there yvas a difference on the Parent.cpijq
relationship between these txyo groups In tha}t the same-sex parentg report.
ing having a better relationship vm!:h t}felr chl}dren. However, when children
were asked about their relationship with their parents, there wag not g dif.
ference between the groups.

The meta-analysis also did not find a difference between the childye,
of same-sex parents and the children of heterosexual parents on any of te
other variables. Specifically, children did not differ on gender role behayiy
(i.e., adhering to traditional gender norms), gender identity (i.e., the sense
that expressed gender matches assigned gender at birth), or sexual prefer-
ence (i.e., attraction to the same or opposite sex).

A more recent meta-analysis of 10 studies has specifically compared the
outcomes of children with two fathers to children with heterosexual parents
(Miller, Kors, & Macfie, 2017). Overall, the analysis revealed that children
with gay fathers tended to have better psychological outcomes than children
with heterosexual parents. Some of the reasons posited for this finding were
that married same-sex couples have more education and higher incomes than
married heterosexual couples.

Research has also specifically compared children with two mothers ©
heterosexual couples. For example, one study of children with a mea”
age of 10.9 years found that there were no differences in these types of
f:ﬂn;iles (}):ill several. variables including child health, child emotionaltdlgjz
e r:l’aiio dllfi}ammg behavior, parent-child relationships, or palﬁr; 0‘; 0
i st?-s Ps (Bos, Knox, van Rijn-van Gelderen, & Gartre ' that
the families i:ii }‘;V:; the only variable with a significant dlffil"::scglat
S 0 mothers experienced more parental str ;
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e disadvantaged in any significant respect relative to chil-
: exual parents. Indeed, the evidence to date suggests that
nents provided by lesbian and gay parents are as likely as
Y heterosexual parents to support and enable children’s

h. (p. 15)

publication of this report,
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