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he cal'ls a “world city hypothesis,” John Friedmann lays out the architecture of the global system of
ities, presenting a set of theses that explain how city form is connected to global economic force); Citi:s
e ranked — from core, glooal to peripheral, regional — according to their position within a “new interr;ational
diision of labor. The most important cities within this hierarchy are those that carry out advanced economic

ch as serving as a global financial center and headquarters for multinational corporations. A city's
n turn, strongly influences a host of economic, social, and polit-

pes of employment to funding for parks or museums.
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Friedmann notes that the organization of the wor
detected. Global capital tends to use certain cities th
ments and the development of markets predominate. There is a linear character to the distributi
cities along an East-West axis. The Asian sub-system of global cities stretches from Tokyo to Singapore. The
core cities of the American subsystem are New York, Chicago and Los Angeles, with linkages north to T'O_ront'o
and south to Mexico City and Caracas. Finally, the European sub-system includes London, Paris and cities in

the Rhine Valley, with linkages to a few cities in the southern hemisphere. o
nomy and, hence, the organization of the global city hierarchy, -
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Some fifteen years ago, Manuel Castells and David
Harvey revolutionized the study of urbanization and
initiated a period of exciting and fruitful scholar-

ship. Their special achievement was to link city form-
ing processes to the larger historical movement
of industrial capitalism. Henceforth, the city was
no longer to be interpreted as a social ecology,
subject to natural forces inherent in the dynamics
of population and space; it came to be viewed
instead as a product of specifically social forces
set in motion by capitalist relations of production.

Class conflict became central to the new view of
how cities evolved.

The world city
organization of the

| labour. As such
* relations betwee
management an
territorial interests, It he]
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nomy and what much
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of these struggles, it do
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Only during the last four or five years, however,
has the study of cities been directly connected to
Fhe world €conomy. This new approach sharpened
insights into processes of urban change; it also

offered a needed Spatial perspective on an eco-
nomy which seems increasingly oblivious to national

they are explained, or exa
ther questions are posed.

1. The form and extent of
the world economy,
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Let us examine each of the key terms in this thesis.

(a) City. Reference is to an economic definition.
city in these terms is a spatially integrated
economic and social system at a given location, or
metropolitan region. For administrative or political

divided into smaller

units, which underlie, as a political or administrat-

ive space, the €conomic space of the region.

bal ecq (b) Integration with the world capizalist. system.
nomy, but also Reference is to the specific forms, intensity, and

ration of the relations that link the urban eco-

nomy into the global system of markets for capitah
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Table 1 World city hierarchy

Core Countries® Sen;'
S L
Primary Secondary Primary it o
—— s!
London* I Brussels* III —— \
Paris* | Milan III
Rotterdam III Vienna* 111 )
Frankfurt III Madrid* III
Zurich I
New York I Toronto III Sa
Chicago II Miami III % Padla 1
Los Angeles I Houston III B}lenos A
San Francisco III Rio ge 5, ")
CaraCas *a?flm |
Tokyo* I . €Xic 1
Sydney III Singapore* II] 100 Gty
HOn
"8 Ko,
Taipeis 1 |
Manila* I
Bangkok* I
—— e SGOu]* il

* National capital. P ion si;
. Population size categori

I 1-5 million. sonest
i . S
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have been as open to immig
as the United States, where bo
immigrants abound. .
In semi-peripheral countries,
to slow down the flow of rural migrants to large

cities have been notably unsuccessful. Typically,
therefore, urban growth has been from 1.5 to 2.5
times greater than the overall rate of population
increase, and principal (world) cities have grown to
very large sizes. Of the thirty cities in Table 1, eight
have a population of 15 + 5 million and another
six a population of 7.5 + 2.5 million. Absolute size,
however, is not a criterion of world city status, and
there are many large cities even in the peasant
periphery whose size clearly does not entitle them

to world city status.

periodic attempts

6. World city formation brings into focus the major
contradictions of industrial capitalism — among
them spatial and class polarization.

Spatial polarization occurs at three scales. The
.ﬁrst is global and is expressed by the widening gulf
in wealt.h, income and power between peripheral
economies as a whole and a handful of rich coun-
tries at the heart of the capitalist world. The sec-
ond scale is regional and is especially pertinent in
Fhe semi-periphery. In core countries, regional
Income gradients are relatively smooth, and the
Fbﬁ‘erence between high and low income regions
Is rarely greater than 1:3. The corresponding ratio
in the semi-periphery, however, is more likely to
be .1:10. Meanwhile, the income gradient betwyeen
5::::;@ worlfi cities and the rest of the national
stoon '[f}?: tv;plch they articulate remains very
metro.poh'tan gdiss‘:ﬁ]ee f:f 'S;Paﬁa] pazation is
lian. miliar sto i
:;5; ftiit}lxng boor  inner-city ghetgs,Ofszgztrlggr};
 Spatia po;):gg;%z:daiF;l;icﬁworldng-class enclaves,
/.\nd in world cities, class pola(;itz];tfcl)isiazotf ﬂzati(?n.
cipal facets: huge income gaps between transr:;engzz

tre;lds in the evolution of jobs

n the income distribyti .
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lmrlmgrant Populationg are °rk._ for ‘¢ bett e
n tl’.le. semi.pe”-phery Senously dis
worlc! cities is undersCore'dtge asspy,
of mlddle-incame sectors Y the Telagj,, oty
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Ject to erosion by an inﬂatiomlc sitllationle_s Sugy
almost always double-digit a:gé Procegg th
to more Fhan 200 per cent! Middll: SOme 3
become mc.reasing]y Vulnerable ; Sectors }, Ve g
The basic structura] reason (;ol;nem l ymerj?

ization in world citieg must be ] kSOQal Dolar‘
Oked for : *

.evoluti(‘m of jobs, which is itself O in th
increasing capital intensity of 2 Tesult of
the semi-periphery, most rural irirofiucrion'
?ccommodation in low-level Semcmlgrams
industry and the “informal” sector. In ce Joks, smal
the process is more complex. Given ﬂ:’:icounme ;
'pressure. on wages resulting from larownward
immigration of foreign (including undocug i
wc?rkt?rs, the number of low-paid, chietrin e
unionized jobs rises rapidly in three sectors: p}; o
and consumer services (domestics, b.out;\sonal
restal{rants and entertainment), low-wage H;Ial:es,
facturing (electronics, garments and pre aru(;
foo@s) and the dynamic sectors of ﬁnancep areld
business services which comprise from one-
q}Jarter to one-third of all world city jobs and also
give employment in many low-wage categories.
The .whole comprises an ecology of jobs. As
shown in Figure 2, the restructuring process in

cities such as New York and Los Angeles involves
.the destruction of jobs in the high-wage, union-
1zed.sectors (EXODUS) and job creation in what
Saskia Sassen-Koob calls the production of global
control capability. Linked to these dynamic sectors
are f:ertain personal and consumer services (em-
ploymg primarily female and /or foreign workers),
while the slack in manufacturing is taken up
by sweat shops and small industries employing
nqn-umon labour at near the minimum wage. It is
this 'structural shift which accounts for the rapid
;i;;gne of the middle-income sectors during the
s.

“THE WORLD CITY HYPOTHESIS" [ 229

EXODUS of high-
wage manufacturing
and routine
information
processing to low-
wage areas

7/
%
. 4 /
of 2 % % /
Low-wage and often

nd
worker® 2% L low-
ab rption into 10 ',/
mP /A informal

labour markets

n of Global Control Capacity:

ent élites .
| business services
1y male)

ominantly female)
\ue collar services

Professiona
(predom'mam
Clerical (pred

C «
-skilled, b . .
= \ondso:ninantly male and/or forelgnlethmc) d
! — i lites an
PS groducer services (low wage) ~ orimary catering © mfanagerr:’\:rl\:ueS\;n:'sss
er echelons of professions
:vaices (employment predom\nan\ly female

and/or foreign)

age) .
manufacturing industry

umer services (low-wi
d/or female)

cs Cons! (v
| Low-wage occupations in

(predom'mant\y foreign an |
nts, the tranSnaxxona\

computer
US service

ir cliel
munications,

- onal trade serving the
1n 1981,

in internation: R
Jy in O ertising, barking, cOm

d city restructuring
nsport, and tourism-

Figure 2 wor 1 business servi
fessional DU - clude acco A ;
; Ma&iﬁ;ﬁs both at home and 38 Thely ;ZT services, shipping and air tra
corp ' ; . leasing. 1€ g g
: , insurance. ere still fising
services, health sewlcei oy e el exports an aw | ,
e ot o Not only aré corporations e:;e_ 9a
iti ower. NO cubsidized i
¢ political P enerously !
tes social costs 745 thot 3 m taxes; they 3¢ BT ) Tay e same UTE
d city growth genera o 25 el e,
g d the fiscal capacity of e state. variety of oher W&V S 4 at the toush © ¢
tend to exceed the JiS jal classes that 3 usually nsist
iti soct sist, and
i cities  the 5-- onomy nSISt ir own SU
The rapid influx of poor workers 119 ‘:\Oﬂgoumfy = zc the priority © mgﬂ r?nces e
e rap\ jthin the Sully,s < and se .
5 from witht 5 1CCes: amenitie
~be it 2o abrgad o ds for social reproducno 2 tial cl Girs dy state of fiscal and Soc‘i\-
- generates massive nee tion ealth, trans- ol result is a stea 3; e » ac.c‘.l m“
among them housing ;SUC “ee’ s are incré cis in whic e b\iY " fed 1o the pom\ca\y
: ese . ” s
portation and Were’E gs that arise I ion is systemee Y > 4 sectors of the PP
ingly arrayed against ofher 1% % infrastruc ! t, MOS disorganz® ressing their 0§
: ic . ; - . <
transnational capital for e.con‘f“:‘ their own soct tion Their capac® ! rguons and the state ‘o
and from the dominant Mites 0 e against Corpm ubiquitous forces
reproduction. ggle, the poor and espe” ner contain€ by
i itiye SHUES jon
In this competltl\"e opulations ten ice repress
cially the new immigrant P the general palance

out. State budgets reflect



