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Andrew Johnson and Abraham Lincoln
[bookmark: _GoBack]Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Jackson served as sixteenth and seventh president of the United States respectively. In fact, the two served in one cabinet before Abraham Lincoln was assassinated in 1865. Andrew succeeded him and only served one time riddled with conflicts with the Senate and Congress. Even though they served during the same period in the country’s history, they held divergent views on various aspects of civil rights. Abraham was pro-reforms agitated for equal rights among the US citizens regardless of the skin color. On the other hand, Jackson was a pro-status quo and since he was also a slave owner. Abraham Lincoln made a strong contribution to the civil right movement that continues to impact American society to date.
Abraham Lincoln became president when the country was divided over the abolition of slavery. The North supported the liberation of black slaves whereas the South wanted to continue holding on the slaves (Eric, 2018). Abraham believed in complete emancipation of the black slaves and set them free (Eric, 2018). He believed in complete freedom for all the Americans regardless of their race. His Emancipation Proclamation after the defeat of Confederacy was a milestone in the fight against slavery in the United States. 
On the other hand, Andrew Jackson was pro-slavery since he was also a slave owner. Additionally, his populist approach to leadership led to the oppression of the Native Americans as he forcefully took away their lands (BLAKEMORE, 2018). Jackson did not believe on any civil right among the slaves and Native Americans as they were viewed as subordinate to the whites. Even though he had a relatively successful stint as a president, his records on agitating for equality was very poor. 
In conclusion, Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Jackson had a conflicting view on civil rights despite serving the country during the same period. Abraham believed in reforms and political, social, and economic freedom for slaves. On the other hand, Johnson believed in the status and the rights of the whites to own slaves.













References
BLAKEMORE, E. (2018, April 30). Why Andrew Jackson’s Legacy Is So Controversial. Retrieved from History: https://www.history.com/news/andrew-jackson-presidency-controversial-legacy
Eric, F. (2018). The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery. The Chautauqua Journal, 2(1).

