Psychology 660/760
Final Exam
Summer 2021

The final exam consists of 7 open-book essay questions, of which you must answer 5 (at 30 points apiece). You may choose any 5 of the essay questions.  You should answer the questions using prose (complete paragraphs, rather than bullet points). Make sure you answer all parts of the question.  The questions are designed to be answered in one typed single-spaced page or less apiece (question 1 may take a bit more space to answer thoroughly), and to be answered using only materials presented in class (lecture and assigned readings) and your thoughts in applying the material.  You are not expected to seek out any additional materials, nor will this be rewarded in assigning grades. Formal citations are not necessary for the Final, nor is a Reference section.  Informal citations are appreciated (e.g., “In his chapter, Drotar points out that…”).
Questions regarding the exam should be directed to the instructor by email, sooner rather than later.  
In keeping with the description of academic conduct in the Syllabus, you are expected to work independently on the exam.  You may not talk to others (either in the class or not enrolled in the class) about your answers until after the exams are due, even if you have already turned yours into Canvas.  “Talking” in this case includes any form of electronic communication, including (but not limited to) emails, webpostings, and text messages.  The exam that you turn in must include a clear statement (typed before or after one of the essays) that you have neither given nor received help on the exam.  YOU WILL LOSE POINTS IF THIS STATEMENT IS NOT INCLUDED AND YOUR EXAM WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED UNTIL THIS IS RECEIVED.
The exam (in either Word, .rtf, or .pdf format) is due in the Canvas dropbox by 10:00 pm on July 24. Scores on late exams will be reduced by one point for each hour they are late unless an extension has been negotiated in advance.  Please make sure that your last name appears in the name of the file as saved and that your full name appears on the document of the exam.  YOU WILL LOSE POINTS IF THESE DETAILS ARE NEGLECTED.  Please number your answers in accordance with the numbers on this exam document, rather than just numbering them in order on your page (i.e., question number 3 here should appear as question number 3 on the exam you turn in).

1. You are interested in studying anxiety and stress-related disorders among children and adolescents during the COVID-19 pandemic. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of using symptom or distress questionnaires, qualitative interviews, and observational methods in designing this research project?  Which do you think you would actually use and why?  What ethical issues would you consider, given the sensitive nature of the research question(s)?
2. If you were conducting the study described in Question 1, why would it be important to make sure you included children and families from diverse backgrounds in your recruitment? How might you approach recruitment to make sure you included a sample which is representative of race and ethnicity? How might a community-engaged research model fit with these goals?
3. Outline the primary challenges in doing child psychology research that is sensitive to race, ethnicity, and culture.  Based on what you have read so far in the literature, what do you think are child psychology’s areas of strength and weakness in this area?  What suggestions would you make for bringing more emphasis in these areas into this class in the current on-line format?
4. Why do you think there is relatively little interaction between child psychology researchers and policy makers in designing social policy to optimize positive development of youth in the United States?  Please consider the perspectives of both researchers and policy makers (and feel free to disagree if you think our social policy is based in large part on social and psychological research)?  What steps could be taken to strengthen these interactions for the betterment of the society?
5. What are the primary criticisms offered by Schmidt and others (and as discussed in lecture) regarding our current dominant paradigm of statistical significance testing?  What alternative approach has been offered for individual studies? How does meta-analysis correct for some of these shortcomings? 
6. Take ONE of the sub-studies we completed for this class (e.g., COVID vaccination, screen time limits).  What strengths and weaknesses were there with the study?  What changes would you make if you did another study in this area?  (This could include sampling, measures used, and research question(s) or some combination of these.)  What specific strengths and weaknesses were associated with the on-line nature of the study? Please include consideration of issues of diversity, equity, and inclusion in your response.  
7. What are the keys issues surrounding student authorship as outlined by
Fine and Kurdek?  Include in your answer the reasons that students appear to be at particular risk of abuse in this area.  What steps do Fine and Kurdek recommend to help protect student authors from encountering problems in this area?  If another student talked to you about feeling that a faculty member had taken advantage of them in this way, what would you recommend that they do?



