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Beowulf: Exploring Motivation through Heroism
Beowulf is an epic poem written by an anonymous Anglo-saxophone. Its main character, Beowulf, is a king doubling up as a warrior. The king has a battle-hardened personality and uses his courage to sustain durable reputation and royalty. His bravery is manifested through various instances like assassinating the Dragon and Grendel. These courageous assassinations bring fame to Beowulf and makes him a model and sign of defense to his people. Essentially, Beowulf explores motivation through heroism using the warrior king as main character. 
The warrior king is motivated in his actions by the desires to become a hero among his people. It is evident from the beginning of the poem that Beowulf’s desires to become great leader is based on personal interest rather than that of his community. For instance, it starts by describing the Scyld leadership and how it shaped the Beowulf’s perception on leadership. Scyld was a famous and brave warrior king that led his people through various tribulations. His bravery during wars comes out as one primary reason Beowulf loved him and his leadership. Beowulf reminisces Scyld’s achievement and seems excited that he got comfort from it. “From many a people their mead-benches tore” (Hall 6). In essence, Beowulf seems to acknowledge Scyld’s courage and “prowess-in-battle” and they inspire him to make unprecedented moves that makes him a model for the society. 
Moreover, Beowulf continued heroic actions are inspired he his desire to maintain his “prowess-in-battle” and earn respect from his people. He follows the footsteps of his mentors like Scyld who earned their respect by consistently standing for their people. The flashback in the first stanza depicts Scyld as courageous battle-hardened character who used the challenges to develop his character. “The folk-kings’ former fame we have heard of, How princes displayed then their prowess-in-battle” (Hall 6). Similarly, Beowulf uses same tactics by assassinating the Dragon and Grendel. 
The Dragon and Grendel posed threat to the existence of the people due to their inhumane traits. Grendel was a murderer with no qualms to kill people without any justifiable reason. The poet describes him as a “The monster of evil” (Hall 10) which portrays the exact nature his murderous regime. It is apparent everyone including the soldiers are not comfortable with him and begin to study his moves hoping to get an opportunity to kill him. The killings threatens the future of the nation thus the need for someone to step to save situation. Beowulf hence uses the opportunity to stamp his name in his country’s history. He applies the same principle to quash the monsters that tries to kill people under his reign. The two incidents raises his name making him famous and model to his people. 
The poet of the poem further explores motivation through heroism when Beowulf courageously visits the Palace. Palaces are one of the sacred places in any kingdom which are not only protected but also respected by the populace. Beowulf, however, challenges the norm and visits the place uninvited. His reply to the Danish hero further depicts him as person ready to take on authorities. He tells the Danish hero they “are Higelac’s table-companions, and bear an important commission to your prince” (Hall 14). The impolite reply represents him as a person with little respect to the authority at the time. Historically, people often respects their leaders and hardly raise the voices against any injustice committed. Beowulf thus portrays his heroism by showing his courage to face the authorities. 
In conclusion, the Beowulf poet extensively explores the motivation through heroism by using the warrior king as main character. Beowulf is driven by the desire to become a hero like Scyld. Consequently, he undertakes heroic actions like assassinating Grendel and the monster thus stamping his name on the nation’s history.
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