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The Lord of the Rings 
The Lord of Rings by J.R.R Tolkien is one of the global best-selling novels with over 150 million copies sold (WAGNER). The popularity of the novel is perhaps attributed to the character crossing popularly found in folktales. Even though the novel has roots in the medieval literature, the author puts the readers and characters on collision as he explores the moral dilemma in power and knowledge in the contemporary world. Tolkien wittingly exposes these dilemmas by trying to create a balance between various choices human makes. These choices are guided by ethical principles and personal beliefs on the significance of these choices. However, the ethical principles appreciate the dynamism of human nature thus remains flexible. Tolkien uses the Ruling Rings to explore politics both locally and globally. The Lord of the Rings effectively uses the antagonists and protagonists characters to build the theme of politics and power play. This paper looks at the dominant themes and characterization in the novel. 
J.R.R Tolkien sets the entire book on the power play among various Power Rings and their attempts to conquer and take control of the entire Middle-earth. The story starts with a relative calm in the Hobbit land called the Shire. It the then pass across the Middle-earth following the trails of the "War of the Rings" through various characters like Samwise "Sam" Gamgee, Frodo Baggins, Peregrin "Pippin" Took, and Meriadoc "Merry" Brandybuck. Also, the author takes on the allies of the hobbit chief like Aragon, the men, Ranger of the North, the captains, and the wizard among others (Jason). The hobbits are seemingly afraid of the ring as they believe it will corrupt their minds and infect them with an insatiable lust for power. On the other hand, Frodo and Sam appear comfortable with it and even holds it for some time. It is notable that the hobbits are too not immune from the influence of the power ring as depicted in the case of Sam and Frodo.
Tolkien uses the ring symbolically to represent the exchange of power from one leader to another. Leaders react differently when they ascent to power with some getting corrupted with it thus end up doing unimaginable. The theme illustrated by this setting is different from medieval times and reflects the impact of power on contemporary leaders. In the past, it was believed that power revealed a person's character rather than corrupt them. The "ring" in this context symbolizes the seat of power and each character react differently when he holds it. For instance, it is evident that Sam's mind becomes absolutely corrupted with the taste of power. He tells Galadriel, “I think my master was right. I wish you'd take his ring. You'd put things to rights. You'd make some folk pay for their dirty work.”  From the statement, it is apparent that Sam's primary intention of having the ring at an accessible distance is to use to settle scores. Perhaps Tolkien uses Sam symbolically to represent the leaders that were using their powers to revenge against their enemies. Besides, it is notable that the book was written soon after the Second World War and the realignment of the global power centers. Tolkien perhaps used Sam to depict the new global powers and their intentions to expand their influence. On the other hand, Galadriel comes out as a level-headed person and give the soft and assertive reply "I would—That is how it would begin, but it would not stop at that, alas!” He thus dismisses Sam’s assertion and explains that power can easily get into a person mind and starts controlling him. 
Even though the author tries to portray the influence of power on different individuals, he seems not to have a clear picture of the exact impact. The characters in the book thus take differing reaction towards the ring with each category taking the extremes. Characters like Frodo and Sam shows open love for power and subsequent manipulation whereas others like Galadriel and Elrond resist the ring. The crossing of characters and pick on the extreme traits for each category is perhaps due to the varying philosophies on the impact of power on individuals. During medieval times, it was believed that power revealed the character of an individual rather than corrupt them. However, philosophers like Pilato did works that showed power does not only reveal a person's character but also corrupt their mind. Additionally, it is insatiable and the person will certainly want to expand his or her territory to achieve satisfaction. “The Lord of the Rings” is itself a philosophical book hence the cautious approach by the author. In essence, he is avoiding creating a picture that portrays him to lean on one side of philosophy on the impact of power.  
Another theme that comes out strongly from the book is religion, particularly, Christianity. It is notable that the author does not make a direct reference to the religious figures, instead, he builds the characters to match the traits of key figures in Christian faith. Particularly, the traits of Frodo, Gandalf, and Aragon reflects Jesus who is the cornerstone of Christian beliefs. Besides, other critics have argued that the trio exemplifies the leadership structure in the Old Testament with Gandalf being a prophet, Frodo (priest) and Aragorn a King (Paul). According to Kreeft, the trio is more of the Old Testament power structure rather than the exemplification of Jesus (Kreeft). The Israelites in the Old Testament had a prophet, priest, and king who performed dependent but distinct roles. For instance, the kings often acted as political leaders and led their people to war whereas the prophets or priests were the intermediaries. God spoke to his people through His chosen prophets or priests. However, Kreeft omits the fact that the Old Testament does not have instances of people resurrecting.
Tolkien uses Frodo to symbolize Jesus walking down to his place of crucifixion carrying the burden of the world on his cross (Ravikumar and Chandrasekar). Similarly, Frodo bears the world's evil as he walks to Mount Doom Via Dolorosa. Frodo’s journey mirrors that of Jesus as he walked to Golgotha for his crucifixion. The Ring becomes heavier for Frodo as he approaches the Cracks of Doom which reflects Jesus experience with Simon of Cyrene coming to his rescue just like Samwise Gamgee coming Frodo’s aid (Ravikumar and Chandrasekar). The parallelism further exists where Samwise says “it is done” after reaching Mount Doom just like Simon. Additionally, the ascension of Jesus to heaven mirrors Frodo’s to the undying land. In other words, Tolkien mirrors the Christian belief without making any direct reference to the bible. 
Besides the themes, the characterization in the novel plays a critical role in building the plot and intended message to the readers. It is evident that Tolkien critically evaluated characters in the book and assigned them roles that contribute to the flawless flow of the entire novel. Similarly, he uses them to build theme, tone, ad mood in the whole. For instance, Frodo plays an essential role in the entire book as the main character and contributes to various themes. Tolkien uses him to build the parallelism between his story and the biblical Jesus story. He takes the Jesus role by carrying the world’s evil to Mount Doom just like he did with the cross to Golgotha. Moreover, Frodo and Samwise are used in building the theme of power and its impact on the reader's mind. The two accepts the power ring and it significantly corrupts their mind. On the other hand, Galadriel and other hobbies seem reluctant to take the power ring fearing it would manipulate the ideals. These protagonists and antagonists depict Tolkien appreciation of different philosophies concerning the impact of power on an individual character. In essence, the whole story flows seamlessly due to the effective character building by the author. 
In conclusion, The Lord of the Rings as a great novel that covers issues in contemporary society in relation to medieval times. The author of the book draws a lot of inspiration from the folktales and uses them to effectively develop the themes of power and corruption of mind, immortality, and Christian parallelism. The plot of the novel adopts the biblical story of Jesus and uses Frodo and Samwise to symbolize. There is no doubt Tolkien was influenced by both his religious belief and philosophical ideology while writing the book. 
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