Religion 110
Chapter 7
Activity #1

Consider this hypothetical situation:

An excavation on Crete has discovered some well-preserved parchment scrolls in Greek.  They described a cult of exiles who fled Athens when the Romans came.  This cult had secret rituals of confession and purification, led by “the wise few.”  They did not seek converts, but regarded themselves as the holy few in an evil world.  They preached purification of the immortal soul by self-inflicted privations and hardships, in hopes of having their souls return to earth to live future, wiser lives.  The “wise few” of this cult claimed that they had gained wisdom in previous lives, but the evil leaders of the world were “first lives” who would never be reborn.  The “wise few” claim that they themselves will eventually become gods.


When did this cult arise:  Helladic, Minoan, or Hellenistic era?



Were these parchments part of the Greek or Christian canon?  Why or why not?



Were the “wise few” more like shamans, priests or prophets?   Why?



Were the “wise few” preaching asceticism?  Why or why not?



Were the “wise few” proselytizing?  Why or why not?



Was this religion preaching transmigration?  Why or why not?



Was this religion apocalyptic?  Why or why not?



Was this religion monotheistic or dualistic?  Why or why not?

