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Methods of science and methods of water dowsers
Before a decision is made to drill water, most times the requirement that the area in which water is being drilled is tested for water availability. The reason for this is that some areas may contain water underneath and others may not. Therefore, drilling without conducting a test could turn out very costly, especially if it turns out that the area being drilled has no water underneath. As such, people have adopted techniques to test the presence of underground water. Among the most common techniques are water dowsing and scientific method, which involves the services of a hydrologist. 
The difference between scientific methods and water dowsing is that in water dowsing, people just use a forked stick or a pendulum and walk in the area suspected to have water. The belief is that once the person stands on a spot containing underground water, the forked stick would respond by facing downwards. On the other hand, the scientific method involves a hydrologist conducting a study of an area by use of geological maps to understand the rock composition and arrangement in that area to determine if the type of rocks present fall in the categories of water producing rocks. The beliefs in water dowsing are that areas, where water is present, have forces resulting from water movement and the dowsing tools such as forked stick and pendulums respond to those forces. By contrast, the scientific method is based on the process of soil examination, previous drilling activities, and rocks composition. This is, therefore, a process that can be verified scientifically unlike the dowsing method that is just based on beliefs (Mather, 2016). 
Water dowsing can be said to be a pseudo-scientific because although there is mention of forces created by water movement, there is no explanation of the process that causes the testing tools such as forked sticks and pendulums to respond. Another reason that makes water dowsing pseudo-science is that most scientists have attributed the response of the water testing tools to individual psychological biases which may trigger sensory action from the subconscious mind. As such, a person may cause the stick to move downwards unconsciously because that is the result that their mind expects (Chaudhuri, 2016).
Water dowsing is a scientifically unreliable method of understanding the earth’s natural features and processes because unlike the scientific method that gives an account of how water comes to be, water dowsing only gives an argument that when water is there, the tools would respond, but it does not explain how the forces that trigger a response from the testing tools came to be.  There is also no indication of how deep the water could be unlike in the scientific method that studies the composition of the soil and rock units and determines with accuracy how deep the waterbed is below the surface.
 Also, the fact that water dowsing cannot be tested scientifically and used in the same way to detect other resources lying below the surface means that it cannot be universally be applied to understand the composition and structure of the earth. Only arguing that there are unexplainable forces that cause the testing tools to respond whenever there is water underneath is not enough if an explanation I not given. Lastly, there has not been any advancement in the water dowsing method over time, meaning that it cannot be improved and applied in other processes, unlike the scientific method that keeps undergoing improvements and modifications to be used in different circumstances (Chaudhuri, 2016).
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