Think About What You Think
"One of the most crucial kinds of intervention is in advocacy. We can think about charities in the context of delivering services, and indeed that is part of their job, but advocacy is also getting governments to step up to the plate. They can also give more voice to those who don't have one."                                                                                                                                ~ Nicholas Kristof 
Food for Thought...
One of the guiding principles of human services social work is advocating for social justice. Poverty and homelessness remain primary social problems. 
Think about this statement as you watch the video and complete the rest of the assignment. Make sure you follow "The Assignment Instructions."
The Prompt
 After the demise of feudalism, those in poverty were seen as a direct threat to the social order, so the government implemented the Poor Law and created an organized system to provide care to the impoverished. Social work officially originated in the 19th century as a movement that was primarily experienced within the United Kingdom and the United States, and, in many ways, Poor Laws still has influence in the modern era. As a profession, one way social workers help the poor is by providing advocacy services that often require intervening directly with social services organizations or governmental agencies to help locate services for their client(s). Social workers also advocate for the poor on a macro level by working to bring about change to social policies. They accomplish this goal in a variety of ways, including community organizing or political action. As an advocate for social justice,  social workers join committees or work directly with elected officials to discuss community needs or the change of social policies that disproportionately effect the marginalized and the impoverished. 
The Assignment Instructions
1. Watch the "Social workers as super-heroes | Anna Scheyett | TEDxColumbiaSC" here.
2. Using the video, your textbook, and other resources, discuss the importance of advocacy and empowerment in establishing self-determination with / in your client(s).
3. As an ally, how might you "advocate for social justice" when agency, organizational, or governmental  policies are not in your favor?
Your Assignment Response
1. For this assignment, your submission should be two complete and thorough paragraphs.
2. The assignment due date is Sunday, September 26, 2021 at 11:59 pm
Click the Next ▶ button

