Religion 110
Chapter 9
Activity #1

Consider this hypothetical situation:

Hasidic Rabbi David performs circumcisions and weddings.  He spends most of his time working on the Talmud rather than the Torah.  He loves to sing ecstatic songs about being filled with the love of God.  His singing partner is a Roman Catholic Priest, Father Tim.  Rabbi David is not waiting for the coming of the Messiah, nor in making converts, but in keeping the Mosaic laws: he wears a hat and beard, and follows kosher dietary rules.  He is not politically active, but he does hold the opinion that the Jews have no special claim on Palestine, and that they should make peace with the Arabs.

Is Rabbi David vegetarian?  Why or why not?


Is Rabbit David Reform or Orthodox?  Why or why not?


Is Rabbi David a Zionist?   Why or why not?


Is Rabbi David a prophet or mystic?  Why or why not?


Is Rabbi David proselytizing?  Why or why not?


Is Rabbi David apocalyptic?  Why or why not?


Does Rabbi David advocate transmigration?  Why or why not?


Does Rabbi David work more with scripture or exegetical commentary?


What is one ritual Rabbi David performs which Father Tim does not?


What is one ritual Father Tim performs which Rabbi David does not?


