Lesson Five Exercises 
Thinking Critically about Inductive Reasoning
Part Two:  Exercise Three
Directions:   Do all of the problems within each of the exercises.  
Name:  ________________________

Exercise 5.3:  Analyze each of the following passages.  If you think that the passage commits a fallacy do two things:  First, identify which fallacy is being committed.  Then, explain why you think the argument is committing this fallacy.  If the passage does not contain a fallacy, but instead makes a legitimate point based on at least one piece of logically relevant information, then explain why you think this is so.

1.  The main reason that a woman should not be allowed to play football is that football is a man's game and should only be played by men. 

Analysis:  

2. We can rest assured that our candidate for the senate has the strength of character needed for the job.  In over twenty years of public service, not once has she been implicated in any scandal.

3. Homosexuality is clearly wrong.  After all, it’s unnatural.

Analysis:  

4. Policy Regarding Patient Rights to Information:  Since this is a teaching hospital, many student doctors will be administering to patients, and it will not be unusual for patients to mistakenly refer to these students as "doctor."  Some students have expressed discomfort about not correcting these patients, while others believe that it minimizes patient anxiety if they are allowed to believe that they are being taken care of by a physician who has finished his training rather than a student.  Since standard practice has been not to correct the patient's misunderstanding, this committee concludes that students have no ethical obligation to inform patients that they are still in training. (Excerpt from page 23)

Analysis:  

5. This is John.  He is excited about school and eager to learn.  To help him on his way, John has been participating in Jefferson High's after school computer literacy program.  But if funding for this program is cut, John will have to spend his time at home, watching TV.  Please do not cut funding for this program.  Please do not turn your back on John.

Analysis:  

6. My fellow citizens, I stand before you today in defense of the claim that Washington should never raise taxes without a clear mandate from the people.  Any policy which tries to do this should be attacked vigorously because it is unfair, it is unjust, and because Washington should never legislate policies which will affect a majority of citizens, unless it has the approval of most citizens.

Analysis:  

7. I realize that you do not agree with the grade that I have given you, but as a student you are in no position to criticize my grading system.  Grading is my job, not yours.  If you insist on arguing with me about this, I will be forced to take the issue to the dean of instruction.  Thus, unless you want a great deal of trouble, I advise you to let this matter drop right now.

Analysis:  

8. My friends, a new force is sweeping across the land, and it's called social progressivism.  People are fed up with the old ways business has been done in Washington.  People are fed up with the back room deals, fed up with the fats cats seeking favors, fed up with the political games played by special interest groups, fed up with having to vote for the lesser of two evils.  More and more people are signing on to our agenda for change.  Please join us!  Don't be left out. 

Analysis:  

9. To do nothing is to accomplish nothing.  Thus, the student who proclaims that they go to college simply because they have nothing better to do, is a student doomed to accomplish nothing while they are in college.

Analysis:  

10. The following argument appears on a poster for ADOPT A DOG SERVICES, next to a photograph of a smiling dog:  

Hi, my name is Rudy.  I am sweet, and lovable, and if you adopt me, I will do my best to be the best dog that you have ever owned.  But if you or someone one else cannot take me into your home, I am afraid that I will have to be put to sleep.  Please let me come live with you.  I think that I love you already.
**ADOPT A DOG TODAY**
 Analysis:  

11. If everyone took a stand on the major social issues facing our country today, such as poverty, crime and pollution, and worked to correct these problems we could have the whole thing licked before you know it.  Hence, if you are not part of the solution you are part of the problem.  Stop being part of the problem.  Become involved today in building a stronger America for tomorrow.

Analysis:  
12. Observe the following photograph.  This is a picture of a man's gums.  This man has chewed tobacco for fifteen years.  Notice the degeneration of tissue and the amount of skin that is pealing off.  His gums are often bleeding, and they have a permanent odor of decaying flesh.  So far he has lost three teeth and he will probably lose more unless he can break his tobacco addiction.  The lesson this photograph gives us is as clear as it is striking: If you don't chew tobacco you should not start, and if you do chew you should quit today.

Analysis:  

13. If you could prove to me that capital punishment will deter others from the crime of murder, then I suppose that I would be in favor of the death penalty.  However, I have never seen any data which shows that the death penalty has an effect on the rate of homicide within our country.  I must conclude, therefore, that execution does not deter others from committing the crime of murder.

Analysis:  

14. Morality requires a person to do their duty.  Of this there can be no doubt.  But what does our duty consist in?  Clearly it requires that we always do what is right.  This may seem like empty advice, but observe the direction it provides for us.  We know that the constitution gives us the right to bear arms. This means that we also have a duty to bear arms.  Since a person's duty is always to do what is right.

Analysis:  

15. As long as Frank has joined this company he has complained about the way that we do things.  You know, he does not have to work here.  If he does not like the way that we operate, then he can always go look for another job.  If he is going to stay and work, then, I think that he should stop complaining.

Analysis:  

16. The following text is printed along side a photograph of a dead body:   This woman died needlessly from a coat hanger abortion.  She was 16, poor, frightened, and happened to become pregnant six months prior to the Row v. Wade decision which gave women the right to proper medical care, if they chose not to continue a pregnancy.  This woman did not have to die.  Protect women's right to safe medical care.  Support the Roe v. Wade decision. 
Analysis:  

18. Jessica, I have come here to plead with you not to release this information about my drug problem to the press.  If they get a hold of this, it will surely ruin my career as "Bongo the Dinosaur."  The show will be canceled, everyone connected with it will lose their job, and the kids who watch the show and believe in me will be crushed.  I promise to go into rehab.  Please give me a little time.

Analysis:  

19. Mr. Howard, you have not given us any information regarding your whereabouts on the night that this crime occurred.  Why shouldn't we infer that you are trying to hide something from us?  Why shouldn't we conclude that you were right there, at the scene of the crime?

Analysis:  

20. My purpose today is to try and convince you that America must be a leader in the effort to bring justice to countries that commit human rights violations on a regular basis and as a matter of official policy.  America has the power to bring the number of these violations down, but only if we are willing to act seriously, and to make sacrifices.  Diplomacy has some effect in bringing down the number of human rights violations, but not that much.  Economic sanctions get much better results.  Sending troops in to enforce principles of human decency can have an even greater effect.  As I build my case in favor of such interventions, I do not intend nor am I willing to discuss issues of trade or issues concerning the inevitable criticism we would we receive from other countries if we embarked on such a program.  I have no time to waste on irrelevant questions concerning how popular a course of action might be, or how good for business it might be.  The only question to address is whether we have a moral duty as human beings to stop human rights violations when we see them occurring, and a duty to act as effectively as we can.

Analysis:  

21. "Discrimination," according to the dictionary means that we "show a preference in favor of or against someone or something based on some general criteria."  What this means is simply to make a choice based on a preference, something each of us does daily.  How then can we conclude that there is something wrong with discrimination?  To do so requires us to believe that there is something wrong with making choices or with having preferences.

Analysis:  

22. In recent months the so-called "flat tax" has become a very popular idea.  Under this plan, everyone pays the same rate for their income taxes, between 17% and 20% depending on which plan you look at, and no deductions will be allowed for anyone.  Thus far, I have not heard any good reason why this plan will not work.  Thus, I think the time has come that we give it a try.

Analysis:  

23. Growing up, Joe had everything.  He was raised in a good home with loving parents.  His family had plenty of money.  He had a lot of friends.  He had comfort, opportunity and privilege.  Why, then, did Joe become a criminal?  Since the answer is not to be found by looking into his background, we must conclude that his anti-social behavior is a result of something within his genes.  In other words, it seems that, just as some people are born to be tall, red haired or left handed, Joe was born to be a criminal.

Analysis:  

24. I often hear people make reference to the “power of ideas.”  But I must admit, that this is an expression that baffles me.  Power occurs within a release of energy within a chemical change, an explosion, the generation of electricity, or some such other physical change.  But ideas are not physical.  The have no weight, no shape, no size.  As such, no material change can occur within them.  Thus, they could never generate any power.  Thus, there is no "power" of ideas.

Analysis:  

25. Friends, I know that it looks as if I have been preaching one thing, and practicing another.  But let me remind you that we are a group that is held together by faith.  Faith means "to believe what cannot be seen" and "to accept what cannot be proven."  Thus I come to you today to ask that you ignore these charges that have been brought against me by my enemies.  Despite what they present as their so-called “evidence,” I ask that you have faith in me and in my innocence.  Please do not expect me to defend myself against the charges.  That would require me to take them more seriously than I do.  If you have faith, then this is all the proof that you need.

Analysis:  

26. What is so special about Joyce Hopkins?  She has just won $5000 a month for the rest of her life, that's what!  And what is so special about George Bailey, Sally Kellerman, Myron Baloney and Maria Lopez?  They also have won major prizes in the Action Jackson Clearing House Contest. Join over two million people who are sending in their entry forms so they can qualify for major prizes.  Don't be left out.  Send yours in today.

Analysis:  

27. In a recent rape trial the defense offered the following argument:  Your honor, it is clear that my client was reasonable is his assumption that he had Ms. Alonda's consent when he proceeded to engage in sexual relations with her.  Not once did the young woman ask him to stop.

Analysis:  

28. How would you like to own this amazing portable CD and cassette player?  It is valued at over $100 but it can be yours free of charge if you sign up for our teach yourself at home series, "Learn Ten Languages in your Spare Time."  But you must buy in the next ten minutes to qualify.

Analysis:  

29. I suppose that you will have to vote for the republican candidate for president this year.  You have insisted over and over that there is just no way that you can vote for the democratic candidate.

Analysis:  

30. I think that you had better rethink your plans for a trip to Orlando this summer.  Everyone I know tells me that the weather is just dreadful from June until September.  Also you will have to worry about hurricanes during the summer.  They say that Orlando has more hurricanes in July and August than anywhere else in the country.

Analysis:  

31. Notice to all of my tenants:  As you all know this Tuesday we will have a chance to vote in favor or against the proposed property tax bill.  If this bill passes, it will allow business owners the property tax relief that they so desperately need.  If it is defeated, there will be no other course available to landlords but to increase rents.  Thus before you go to the polls I urge you to consider seriously the effect that this bill will have on you the renter.  On Tuesday, vote "YES" on property tax relief bill #23438!

Analysis:  

32.  Ladies and gentlemen of the jury:  Sentencing a man to die is an awesome act.  We know that execution is expensive, that human rights groups such as Amnesty International condemn it, and that once the punishment is carried out it can never be taken back.  Some of you may feel that we have no right to inflict this punishment on another human being.  I must say that I disagree!!  And before you begin your deliberations on whether to sentence this man to life in prison or to the gas chamber, I want you to take one last hard look at the victims of this homicide.  Mr. and Mrs. Green were stabbed fourteen times by Mr. Abernathy.  He stabbed Mr. Green in the throat, chest and both of his eyes.  Mrs. Green was stabbed in the face, in both of her breasts and in her vagina.  Yet, despite the savagery of this attack, the coroner estimates that both of the victims could have lived up to fifteen minutes after the attack before they died.  If this man is sentenced to life, can you guarantee that he will never escape and do this again to someone else?  I ask you, in the name of justice, to not allow any chance for this to happen again.  I ask you to return to this court with a death sentence for Mr. Abernathy.

Analysis:
33. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury:  In the case before you, there is no doubt the defendant, Erica Higgins, killed her husband, Author Higgins, by pouring gasoline on him and setting him on fire while he slept.  The defendant has confessed to this.  But although there can be no doubt this killing took place, the defense contends there is serious doubt that Erica Higgins is guilty of the crime of murder.  For ten years of marriage, Author Higgins abused his wife.  He humiliated her in public.  He beat her, twice sending her to the hospital.  And he raped her.  Erica Higgins was forced to live in a hellish world which her husband created.  Killing him was her only way out. Thus, we ask that you find her "not guilty" of the crime of murder. 

Analysis:  
PAGE  


