2

[bookmark: _GoBack]









Definition of behaviour








Author
Institutional Affiliation
Instructor
Course code
Date of submission

Accurately, behaviour can be defined as repeated patterns of behaviour by children with the ability to interfere with their optimal learning or engagement in the positive social interactions with their mates. Behaviour, in a sense, can refer to actions that can be observed, measured and repeated. Usually, it is possible to define behaviour based on the target behaviour as well as the desired behaviours. Target behaviour represents the behaviour teachers are seeking to change in their students. Usually, it represents a skill occurring more frequently than the desired or less frequently than desired. In this case scenario, Greyson is believed to performing below Mrs Nicholas' expectations of a student in his grade.
Teachers and instructors also have a set of behaviour which they want their students to engage in (a desired behaviour). Mrs Nicholas believes all the students in her class should be able to read better 100 % of the time, including Greyson. According to Mrs Nicholas, Greyson reading ability is lower than that expected but needs to be able to read the grade level text fluently. Observable aspects of behaviour refer to the description of the behaviour that is seen and not that is presumed to happen. In this case, Greyson, although reading at a first-grade level, doesn’t read the texts fluently.  To describe behaviour, teachers need measurable terms which means defining behaviour in a way that it can be counted or even timed. Dimensions of measuring behaviour include; frequency, rates, duration and magnitude. The frequency of Greyson’s inability to read the texts according to Mrs Nicholas doesn't happen all the time, at times he does better. Positive terms refer to the behaviour in which students should engage in, possibly a range of behaviour meant to replace the target behaviour. In conclusion, the description of behaviour requires clear, complete and concise definitions such that people do not get confused recording the occurrences and non-occurrences of behaviour. 
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