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Knowledge of Development and Underdevelopment
1) What forms of knowledge on development and underdevelopment do Rodney and Beckford critique?
Development and underdevelopment are determined by their correlation where exploitation is inevitably found. Otherwise, it would not be easy to disclose why some of the impoverished nations in conditions of natural resources are amid the richest on earth; their affluence was borrowed from the brutal provision of other countries' riches. Rodney positions economic bleeding in the middle of his reasoning, and he comprehends and looks into the endurance of the colonial prototype and the fanatic superstructure. Beneath colonialism, the takeover was thorough and backed by military influence (Rodney, 1973). He also has a huge of how working poor Africans suffered under slavery and colonialism. It reveals a class standpoint connecting national oppression with the specific modes of exploitation when it comes to labor.  In various African countries today, external ownership is still ongoing although the foreign powers' troops and flags have been removed.  Overseas aid and loans were taking place of the military intimidation in the continuously emerging and presenting business of colonial theft.
Beckford claims that perpetual underdevelopment is the fate of the third world countries as long as they remain plantation societies with political, social, economic, and psychological attributes to sustain poverty and dependence (Beckford, 1972). In HUEA, Rodney looks into the difference in wage levels between the African and European workers to prove that one was exploited to benefit the other. His affirmation that African workers were exploited matches the patterns of capital investment between the rich and emerging countries. Africa experienced relatively small importance imperialism that was given to their labor.
The imposition and institutionalization of the capitalist mode of production inhibited the normal evolution of an entire continent. Africa could take control and subject external relations such as expropriation of economic surplus to the needs of internal primitive and investments for autonomous developments. However, Africa lacked the relative autonomy function of the needs and requirements that colonial capitalism subjected to it. The subjugation and integration, which was unequal and dependent, prevented the continent from making possible conditions that were necessary for the evolution and formation of autonomous capitalism in the way that the colonial powers created conditions that gave incentive to the development of European capitalism. The development of capitalism in Europe was different from the development stages which took place in Africa (Rodney, 1973). 
2) What alternative accounts of development and underdevelopment do Rodney and Beckford offer?
According to Walter Rodney, development can be seen at the level of an individual and that of a society as a whole (Rodney, 1983). At the individual level, development involves heightened skills and scope, bigger flexibility, self-discipline, creativity, authority, and material contentment (Vimercati, 2019). On the other hand, the societal level of growth is not purely an economic case but overall social progress that depends on the outcome of an individual's effort to pact with his natural setting.
Racism is inseparable from the distributions that are conceived by the assertive economic system, which means that white dominance evolved into its cultural anatomy. According to Rodney, trying to find a solution to racism barely considering the economic purpose it brings is deranged at best (Rodney, 1983). Enslaving other human beings for centuries has to come out with a notion of superiority.  On the other hand, the captive business brought about a brutal separation that elaborated on the historical changes that were presented to Europe and Africa. The European societies gave themselves cultural and social adjustments that are not similar to the barbarity inflicted through slavery to the Africans. It is impossible to appraise the jolt of the slave trade and colonialism and how its dispossessed Africa off any growth chance (Beckford, 1972). Beckford develops an argument that Third world countries need, which does not reflect that of plantation owners or metropolitan economies. 
Plantation owners do not use the land because it would lower prices of their exports or because they are not equipped to handle a huge enterprise when they are in the process of getting land for social prestige or create land shortage for peasants and therefore increasing the labor force. When peasant production increases, exports might decrease slightly, but the importation of food could be stopped. Additionally, little agricultural holdings that are diversified could be the only way that nations conjure the underdevelopment trap.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Africa is introduced into the capitalist retail system by commerce, colonial dictatorship, and capitalist assets. Of all the years that Africa has taken part in this economy, factors that have contributed to underdevelopment include the constraints put in place on the African scope to maximize the use of its economic power (Rodney, 1973). Also, the riches established by African labor and from African assets were taken by the capitalist states of Europe.  On the other hand, African recessions are built within the very framework of the advanced capitalist economies. How they are unified is not favorable for Africa, and it makes sure that Africa depends on the leading capitalist countries.  
3) How do their critiques shape our understandings of the politics of development – and the politics of development knowledge?
 Rodney uses Karl Marx's historical materialism to show that African society had a vibrant and independent process of development before the arrival of the Europeans in the 15th century. Colonialism and slave trade thwarted this development by taking African labor by force and then exploiting it to extract raw materials. It is this theft of wealth that impoverished Africa and it also holds a vital role in the Industrial advancement of Europe. When considered as institutions, plantations hold a dominant position in the colonial economy. It determines the possibilities of social and economic development in Africa even after political independence (Vimercati, 2019).
 Additionally, it explained the adjustment processes within this class of economy with the response to terms of changes in trade with traditional metropolitan economies in which they are integrated. Underdevelopment patterns identified by Beckford are still present today, although market relations cover them and justified by the ideology that advocates the supremacy of market forces (Beckford, 1973). It is an excellent starting point for starting to know the current development challenges in Africa. 
 	At the communal and artistic level, many factors help in preserving the underdeveloped countries' enrollment into the capitalist system (Rodney, 1973). For instance, the Christian church plays a significant role in cultural penetration and dominance despite that in many occurrences Africans seek to start up their churches. Also, the aim of education in establishing Africans to service the capitalist system to adhere to its values has led to the imperialists using the learning facilities in Africa to keep themselves rooted at the highest academic level.  
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