	Planning assignments in this course address the following Metacognitive Student Learning Outcomes and Core Objectives:

	MSLO 1
	Students will apply metacognitive skills to plan for all stages of assignments.

	Personal Responsibility
	To include the ability to connect choices, actions and consequences to ethical decision-making.

	Critical Thinking
	To include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, evaluation and synthesis of information

	Communication
	To include effective development, interpretation and expression of ideas through written, oral and visual communication


 
Throughout this course, you will engage in the process of metacognition--that is, taking the time to think about your own thinking and learning processes. In order to get the most out of your formal writing assignments, you should always follow the "PME Process":
· Plan for your assignment carefully
· Monitor your progress as you are working
· Evaluate what you learned and what skills you gained after completing the assignment
To start this process, students will begin by independently creating a plan to successfully write the first rough draft of the Rhetorical Analysis  Essay.
To complete this assignment, follow these steps:
1. Review the Rhetorical Analysis Essay Instructions  Download Rhetorical Analysis Essay Instructions to ensure you understand what must be included in the essay.
2. Download the ENGL1302_PMEWorkSheet.docx Download ENGL1302_PMEWorkSheet.docx
Minimize File Preview
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.
3. Fill out the first portion of the sheet, the "Planning" section. Fill out only the Planning section for now.
· When planning for your essay, think about the practical concerns: How much time do you think you will need to set aside? What might be some challenges you will face with trying to complete the essay? Do you fully understand the essay assignment? (Remember to ask your instructor if you don't fully understand the assignment!)
4. Submit the completed Planning section of your sheet to this assignment link for credit. 
5. The instructor will then give students detailed feedback on their plans, focusing on the strong elements of the plan and the elements that may need to be further enhanced. 



















Rhetorical Analysis Essay Directions: For this writing assignment, you will choose one of the three assigned articles below and write a 2-4-page rhetorical analysis of the argument being made in the article, using MLA format and a Works Cited page with a properly formatted citation of your article. In this rhetorical analysis essay, you will need to both analyze and explain how the author’s argument is put together. To know how to organize your paragraphs, refer to the “Sample Rhetorical Analysis Outline from Houston Community College Learning Web” below.  Points: 15% of overall gradeWhat is the Rhetorical Analysis?Rhetorical analysis is an attempt to analyze how well a writer explains and supports his or her argument to an audience.Rhetorical Analysis Essay Instructions1.   Choose one of the articles linked below:BBC News, “Taylor Swift Sexual Assault Case: Why is it significant?”(https://tinyurl.com/ybopmmdu)NPR, “Does Cash Aid Help the Poor–Or Encourage Laziness?”  (https://tinyurl.com/y8ho2fhw)The Washington Post, Op-Ed, “Michael Vick doesn’t belong in the Virginia Tech Sports Hall of Fame” (https://tinyurl.com/yavxcmjl)2.   Preview your chosen article, and then read and annotate it.3.   Next, gather the following information from the article and your annotations: Identify the rhetorical situation using the following components: The communicator The issue at hand The purpose The medium of delivery The intended audience
Then, identify how the writer tries to establish the rhetorical appeals of ethos, pathos, logos, and kairos throughout that text.Finally, identify how the writer establishes the rhetorical appeals.4.   Last, using the information you gathered, write a full rhetorical analysis essay over the article you chose, ensuring that you use direct quotes and paraphrases of the article content in the essay to support and illustrate your analysis. Sample Rhetorical Analysis Outline from Houston Community College Learning WebI. IntroductionA. Contextualize selected essay: discuss its exigence/social context; paint a quick picture of the cultural climate into which this argument was introducedB. Introduce author and essay: mention essay's title and discuss briefly author's background, occupation, other writings, etc.           C. Describe briefly essay's subject matter/gist           D. Identify briefly author's main claim(s)           E. Identify very briefly author's intended audience(s)           F. Discuss briefly author's likely main goalsG. State thesis: the gist of your final evaluation--that is, how relatively persuasive/unpersuasive you find this argument for its intended audience, listing briefly some of its greatest strengths and weaknesses as considered from the intended audience's perspective. II. Audience           A. Identify publication source (publisher, website, organization, college)           B. Identify author's intended audience--the likely readers of this publicationC. Describe how else we know--from the essay's subject matter, argument, etc.--that this is the likely intended audienceD. Discuss why the author likely chose this audience and how you know thisE. Discuss who else might be included in the audience, why, and how you know this
F. Discuss who is likely excluded from the audience, why, and how you know this. * Note: Focus, though, on the primary intended audience above III. Logos           A. Discuss Structure of essay1. Provide roadmap of the essay's organization/logic for your readers   (who we are pretending have never read the essay)2. Do so by describing how the essay opens, how it unfolds, and how it concludes3. Do so by describing major shifts in argument's reasoning4. Evaluate argument's structure: conclude this section by commenting on how intended audience might respond to the argument's overall structure. * Note strengths as well as possible weaknesses            B. Main claims of argument and supporting reasoning1. Identify main claims of argument2. Describe how the author supports these claims--what reasons he/she offers3. Provide a handful of specific examples of representative (key and clear) instances of the author's reasoning--how he/she links reasons to a claim4. Analyze each example briefly: discuss how the author uses that particular strategy to persuade readers5. Evaluate argument's reasoning: conclude this section by commenting on how the intended audience will likely respond, overall, to the author's reasoning and use of the different kinds of arguments. * Note strengths as well as possible weaknesses C. Discuss Kinds of evidence used1. Discuss the kinds of evidence the author uses to persuade readers (e.g. facts, statistics, personal experience, stories, anecdotes, etc.)2. Provide a few key examples of different types of evidence3. Analyze each example briefly: discuss how the author uses that type and/or specific bit of evidence to persuade readers
4. Evaluate argument's evidence: conclude this section by commenting on how the intended audience will likely respond, overall, to the author's use of different forms of evidence and the quality and quantity of that evidence. * Note strengths as well as possible weaknesses IV. EthosA. Discuss briefly author's extrinsic ethos: how it is established, how it contributes to the author's character/credibility, and how it might influence the intended audience           B. Discuss more fully author's intrinsic ethosC. Provide a few key examples of how the author builds his/her ethos throughout the argumentD. Analyze each example briefly: discuss how the author uses that strategy to persuade readersE. Evaluate author's ethos: conclude this section by commenting on how the intended audience will likely respond, overall, to the author's ethos. * Note strengths as well as possible weaknesses V. PathosA. Discuss author's appeals to pathos: appeals to intended audience's emotions, values, assumptions, sense of identityB. Provide a few key examples of how the author uses pathos in different ways to persuade his/her intended audienceC. Analyze each example briefly: discuss how the author uses that particular strategy to elicit certain responses/feelings from readersD. Evaluate author's use of pathos appeals: conclude this section by commenting on how the intended audience will likely respond, overall, to the author's appeals to pathos. * Note strengths as well as possible weaknesses VI. Counter-arguments and qualifiersA. Discuss briefly how, where, and why the author might qualify main claims of his/her argument in crucial ways and what effect these qualifications might have on the readerB. Discuss more fully how the author addresses counter-arguments, concessions, and refutations
C. Provide a few key examples of how the author addresses counter-arguments to persuade his/her intended audienceD. Analyze each example briefly: discuss how the author handles the counter-argument (how respectful he/she is to the opposition, how much he/she concedes and refutes) and what effect these strategies have on readersE. Evaluate author's use of counter-arguments, concessions, and refutations: conclude this section by commenting on how the intended audience will likely respond, overall, to the author's treatment of the opposition and its arguments.       * Note strengths as well as possible weaknesses VII. ConclusionA. Concluding paragraph should highlight the argument's strengths and weaknesses (as concerns the intended audience)B. After weighing strengths and weaknesses, offer a final evaluation of the argument's overall persuasiveness relative to the intended audience 


