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ABSTRACT  

Writing research papers can prove to be a hefty task, even though often mistaken to be an easy one. In the "Making the Research Paper Worth Your Time” article, Richard Fulkerson offers some hind sights to Impressing professors with an impressive research paper while learning things worth your time and effort. First and foremost, it is essential to choose a topic that matters to you as an individual for several reasons  the first one being that you will need to live with the topic for a couple of weeks or even an entire semester. Secondly, the research topic will equip you with a lot of knowledge on the matter; hence it will be helpful to focus on something you might be interested in as the research process might make you an expert in the topic of discussion. Thirdly, if you care for the topic, the interest will come through in writing; hence the report will be meaningful and tasteful. Sometimes, the lecturers might restrict the choice of topic, which forces the students to be confined to said topic. Sometimes the simple task of choosing a topic can also prove to be quite hard. In such cases, the student should carry out some career research on the options, working conditions, job market, and even the salary of someone graduating on the field. In other cases, students are advised to research diseases that have affected their family members – as this is a topic close to home, it is often a great topic to write about.

SUMMARY 

Once a research topic is selected, be it a broad subject or even a question focused on a specific issue, it is essential to consume or read through the material on the same topic to give you an overview of the matter. Next, diligently note a list full of all possible sources – this step has little to no shortcuts. It needs students to familiarize themselves with the library and practice patience to comb the relevant indexes that also deal with the topic. Although there are thousands of publications on different topics, the purpose of a research paper is to identify what publications or sources are credible and which ones are not. (Fulkerson)It is advisable to use printed sources other than website sources since prints have gone through reviews, hence a higher level of credibility, doing your research thoroughly. Furthermore, a good research paper should have credible citations. Another tip to make the research paper impressive is to locate recent or current scholarly material. This is very effective as it is assured that the content will be helpful and the citations will be beneficial. (Fulkerson, pp. 12-20)Locating scholarly material is also crucial since even scholars tend to have different opinions often; hence it does not mean that one is correct. Lastly, it is essential to note that research papers are arguments, and to make an argument; you need a claim or thesis and support that will offer readers good reasons to accepting the said claim. 







ANALYSIS
As humans, we experience and participate in arguments daily one way or another. We often solve disputes that arise by giving ideas that support our views and offering sub-arguments to defend our beliefs which we believe to be good reasons. This is no different for a research paper. It being essential to write about a topic of interest to an individual can prove to be an asset when it comes to the actual development of the research paper since it is scientifically proven that interest in subjects can improve performance. (Fulkerson) Interest is a robust motivational process that energizes learning, guides academic and career trajectories, and is essential to academic success. Interest is both a psychological state of attention and affection toward a particular object or topic and an enduring predisposition to reengage over time (www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov). To then write a booming research paper interest in the topic would make the student's paper stand out as it would increase the meaningfulness of the paper. This will also give the paper tasteful delivery. Moreover, before posing your argument as per topic or question, it is essential to research the people that have confronted the same problem beforehand. This will help in taking a stand on the ongoing topic and provide an opportunity to analyze their claims critically and whether it gives good reasons for the reasoning stated.

SYNTHESIS
Scholars have different preferences when it comes to marking or assessing research papers submitted by students. Various scholars have dedicated their time and effort to ensure that students are equipped with the right tools and resources to write impressive research papers based on arguments. In Richard Fulkerson Making the Research Paper Worth Your Time, Fulkerson highlights the tips for writing a good research paper whereby he states that interest is key in selecting a research paper topic. The author gives recommendations to ensure that student research papers impress professors – from choosing the topic, research of the topic, and writing of the paper. (Fulkerson). The author highlights the importance of locating a recent scholarly article to ensure that the argument is based on current claims. Stuart Greene in Argument as a Conversation: The Role of Inquiry in Writing A Researched Argument establishes his ideology of research papers around arguments whereby he states that arguments are very much like conversations. Greene emphasizes that Inquiry, research, and writing arguments are intimately related. He advises that it is essential to think of writing as a form of inquiry whereby you convey your understanding of people's claims, the questions they raise, and conflicts in an academic setting. He states that writing is a process of version conflicts and claims, and it begins at identifying an issue, contextualizing the topic in a situation, to framing a good question. In conclusion, a good research paper needs to be researched upon as it's the understanding of the research that shapes the paper.
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