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Industrial and Agricultural Growth in the 19th Century
From the beginning of the Reconstruction till the end of the 19th century, the United States experienced economic transformation marked by an improvement of the industrial economy, the rapid growth of business, the development of large-scale agriculture, and the rise of labor unions. This economic growth in the 19th century was fueled by an outburst of technological innovation. Mechanization led to farming being recognized in the big business arena. In agriculture, aspects such as specialization, specialization, mechanization, consolidation, chemical and pharmaceutical inputs, and market concentration characterized this sector. Most of the farms in the US now diversified, meaning they produced a variety of crops and animal species together on the same farm, in complementary ways.
 Farmers were skilled in a wide range of trade and they understood how to manage their crops and animals. Moreover, many Americans migrated from rural settings to urban centers in search of better paying jobs. This resulted in a rise in skilled labor. Some people saw the opportunity of growth of mechanization and seized it to expand their businesses. Some companies including those owned by Rockafeller, Carnagey, and Morgan practiced vertical and horizontal integration and used trusts and holding companies to bypass the laws. Morgan used his company often to eliminate competition from other industries.
The Federal government played an important role in the growth of the economy during this point in time. The government, for example, imposed high tariffs on imported goods. It also used the Homestead Act to encourage growth of business in the West. The government also established a stable university where learners could get the knowledge of driving the economy to the required success. The government also practiced laissez faire. 
Furthermore, there was a shift in social class where women and children were the most vulnerable members of society. First, there were many unskilled workers during this period. Mechanization in different sectors led to the need of people being skilled in order to work in industries. Many people remained unskilled because they were not experts in mechanization that was revolutionizing every sector of the economy. Moreover, cases of child labor increased. Children were used to provide cheap labor on farms that were nourishing due to mechanization. Furthermore, there was need for workers to form unions to address their concerns. The role of women during this period was predominantly as cooks, mothers, wives, and generally a homemaker in a rural setting. But to the end of 19th century, women started to find opportunities in education, politics, and other arenas which shaped their course in later centuries.   
Labor unions arose in this period due to an increase in the number of Americans taking jobs in factories, mines, and mills due to the growth of industrialization. However, most of their efforts were ineffective because workers engaged in strikes and had a few unions that could champion for their rights at the national stage. In fact, the most successful union at this time was Knights of Labor. A few violent strikes made workers afraid to join unions and thus making their efforts ineffective in their quest to champion for equal rights at workplace. Moreover, it was hard to organize unskilled workers in these unions because owners could easily replace them if they participated in strikes.  
      
