Final Examination
U.S. Military History, 1890-Present
Spring 2020


Directions:  Choose one question from each of the two sections of the examination.  Please be certain that you answer every part of the two questions that you choose.  Create a short outline and organize your thinking before you start to write either essay.  Present a coherent argument with a thesis that you defend with facts from the course readings or lectures.  You may do your own research, but it is not a requirement for this exam.  The examination is due Sunday May 3 at midnight and should be submitted to Blackboard as either a .doc or .docx only.

Part One.  Comprehensive Essay: 1,000-1,250 words.

1.   Why was the U.S. able to win every irregular war 1890-2000 except the war in Vietnam?
a. Be sure to describe the principle differences between the war in Vietnam and other irregular wars that the U.S. fought.
b. In your answer, address the question of what it means to win an irregular war. 
c. Describe the counter-insurgency strategies used by the U.S. military in at least three irregular wars, including Vietnam.
d. Be certain to make reference to social, political, and military factors in your argument.

2. Must a democracy demand unconditional surrender in order to be victorious in a war?
a. Why or why not?  Defend your answer.
b. When, if ever, would a limited victory be justified?
c. Be sure to define what you mean by “victory”.
d. Use specific references from the wars that we have studied this term.

3. Discuss the development of American air power from its inception through the present.
a. Be sure to discuss tactical, strategic, and technological developments.
b. Give specific examples from the wars and inter-war periods that we have studied.
c. Take a position and defend it:  what should be the proper strategy for the air forces?  Why is this the proper strategy?


[bookmark: _GoBack]Part Two.  Second-Half of Course Essay: 1,000-1,250 words.

1.   Can the United States win the “Long War?” Why or why not?  
a. Be sure to define what you mean by “win” in this context.
b. Make certain to name the enemy in this war and the characteristics of this enemy.
c. If you believe that the U.S. can win, describe how you believe the U.S. must fight this irregular war to win it.
d. If you believe that it is impossible for the U.S. to win this war, describe the factors that prevent victory.
e. In either case, be sure to discuss the military, political, and social factors that influence fighting this war.

2. Which war was more significant for the development of the US military, Vietnam or the Second World War?
a. In the course of answering this question, describe how the US military understood wars in general, technology, tactics, and strategy from their experience of warfare in these two wars.
b. Give specific examples from the evolution of the US military after these wars.

3.	As you know, George Kennan was the founder of the concept of “containment”.  He also warned about warfare as an instrument of policy in an essay called “America and the Russian Future,” which appeared in Foreign Affairs in 1951.

 “If war comes, what can we do directly to promote the emergence of a more desirable [enemy nation]? We can hold steadily and clearly mind the image of the kind of [nation] we would like to see and assure that military operations are shaped in such a way as to permit it to come into existance…a military victory is only the prerequisite for some further and more positive achievement which it makes possible but by no means assures.”

a. Do you agree with Kennan that it is possible to create better nations through warfare?  Why or why not?
b. To what extent has American military history since 1941 followed—or failed to follow—Kennan’s advice?
c. Defend your answers with specific examples from the wars, including the Cold War, that have occurred since 1941.

