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Imagine that you are a young man who was drafted in 1950 (at 18) to serve in the military.  You may be in the Army, Air Force, Marines, or Navy and you may be an enlisted man or an officer.  You serve in Korea, then are part of the JUSMAG in the Philippines fighting the Hukbalahap, and in Vietnam, after which you retire.  

1. Describe what the military, and your service in particular, was like when you joined and contrast it with the changes you saw throughout this period.  How did warfare, as carried out by your service, (i.e. its strategies and tactics) evolve during this period?  How did the technology used by your service change and what effects did this have on combat?

2. Be sure to discuss what it was like to fight in irregular wars in the Philippines and Vietnam and to contrast this with your regular war experience in Korea.  What did your service do right during these wars?  How did it fail?

You may use any format that you choose for your answer:  letters, diary, memoir written years later, or official reports to the Pentagon or your commanding officer.  Despite the format, do not just describe how you feel about your experiences:  instead, you should also be organized and analytical in your writing, with a clear thesis that you are defending.  Use evidence from the books that we have read and be sure to cite specific wars, battles, and technologies.

This midterm should be 2,000-2,500 words in length and should be submitted as a .docx file to Blackboard by next Thursday April 2 at 5:30pm.
