ANSWER: #1
We have learned about many different issues surrounding urban sociology. These issues rank from environmental issues to the formation of ghettos within the United States and around the world. All of these issues seem to possibly be a problem causing topic for the future in our country as well as others around the world. However, the problem that I believe will be one of, if not, the most important one in the future is cyberspace and the declining importance of location. Technology in our world today is rapidly adapting, increasing, and moving forward. There are more and more different technologies being made every single day. With more technology, that means people do not get out as much because they become so reliant and comfortable with their new technology. With that being said, they do not go out as much and act in their communities. They do not become involved in adapting, bettering, or constructing new ideas within the community that they are in. I feel like it is also in hand with our growing population and having pressure to keep up with it through technology. That means less space within territories and less importance and focus on the communities. Therefore, with that being said, I believe that this will be possibly be a problem in the future.
Respond: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Answer :#2
One major challenge to urbanization that we discussed during the course was environmental issues. During Week 11 I talked about the trickle-down effect that deteriorating trails had on the waterways in one Maryland city. These waterways are beginning to erode because of the rapid urbanization and overuse of the trails. It may seem like only a small problem, but the affected streams feed into much larger waterways that can influence agriculture, commercial fishing, and the health of people and animals in the area. The consequences of urbanization have a large impact on the environment. The quicker the environment deteriorates, the less resources will be available for those in it. This will lead to increased ghettos if we continue to let environmental issues run unchecked. “Air and water pollution will increase as the less developed nations industrialize and create new urban infrastructures that require the same resources for development that we find in the developed nations” (Gottdiener, Hutchinson, & Ryan, pg. 369). It is important to urbanize the correct way so that the industrialization in undeveloped nations does not cause major environmental issues that will be difficult to reverse.
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