ANTH 202 – Introduction to Culture
Winter 2021		Concordia University

CRITICAL READING REVIEW:
“FRESH FRUIT, BROKEN BODIES” BY SETH HOLMES

NEW DATE DUE: TUESDAY APR 10, 2020 by 11:59 pm via Moodle

Late assignments will be penalized 5% per day, including weekends and holidays, for a maximum of 7 days. Any assignment submitted more than one week after the due date will receive a grade of zero.

Contribution to final grade: 20%  
Length: Approximately 1000 words (3.5 - 4 pages maximum, double-spaced).

Format: essay, typed and double-spaced, paginated (numbered pages) 11.5 or 12 size font, standard Word margins.

Cover page: Write your name, student ID, date, course name and number, professor’s name.
	
Objective: This assignment is meant to evaluate your understanding of an academic book and your ability to relay pertinent information about it in a well written, concise and organized analysis. You must find 2 academic peer-reviewed articles to support your critical reading of the book, along with class material.



INSTRUCTIONS


Critical reading response (20%)


You will provide a critical analysis of the book “Fresh Fruit, Broken Bodies: Migrant Farmworkers in the United States” by Seth M. Holmes. This requires you to read the text and write an essay about the book in which you provide an argumentative assessment. This means evaluating key aspects presented in the book and justifying the arguments you use for this evaluation with course material and 2 academic peer-reviewed articles related to the subject.


In other words, it is not simply about re-counting what the book is about as you did for the two previous reading reports. It is also NOT simply about saying what you liked or did not like about the book (ie, superficial commentaries about the length of the book, for example) and what you ‘believe’ or ‘think’ to be its fault or errors. 




Your critical response must include the following elements (they do not have to be in this exact order but should be nevertheless be presented in a well-organized structure in your text):

1: A BRIEF summary of the book (one paragraph, two maximum);
2: What is/are the main argument(s) of the book?;
3: How convincing (or not?) is the author in making these arguments?;
4: How did the author gather information? In other words, what are his primary materials and his research methodology (what did he do in order to get evidence for his arguments, and from where?);
5: Was it easy (or not?) to read the book? Who do you think is the targeted audience of the book? It is aimed specifically at academics, the public at large, specialists, etc.?
6: What do you think the author’s intended purpose was for writing this book? Describe and define its value.
7: What constructive advice would you give the author, if you have any? 

Sources you must use to back up your points:
· Material from class. Make sure to write date of lecture, name of professor, etc.
· If it is a reading from class, make sure to cite properly as you would with any other academic source.
· 2 academic peer-reviewed articles related to the topic of the book.


THINGS TO REMEMBER:
· Do not have quotes speak for themselves – explain HOW they show the point you are making by establishing a clear and explicit connection to it.
· Use MLA citation style: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
· You do not need to have a bibliography, but you MUST include all sources cited in a footnote, with page numbers and other required information as per MLA citation style.
· Proofread. Proofread. And proofread again.
· Review your formatting. Don’t lose points unnecessarily.

