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How and why did anti-colonialism develop in the twentieth century?
Anti-colonialism were movements of nationalism and discourses of nationality.  The presence of a colonial administration helped or rather lead to the formulation and articulation of a discourse concerning an imagined collective community as it gave the native people a reason to turn against the invaders. Anti-colonialism was born with the awareness of the national self-consciousness of the people who were colonized as they realized how they were both economic and politically exploited (Bentley, 2003). Throughout the 20th century, those who were under the colonial masters such as the Britain, France, and Portugal among others imagined themselves as one community and forged themselves a sovereign state within certain territorial boundaries (Andrea, 2012). For instance, during the 19th century, the Indians demanded their independence after looking at the relationship that they had with Great Britain. "Many Southeast Asians were experiencing direct European political control for the first time (Andrea, 2012)." Despite the many differences that they had concerning religion, education, and caste status, they came together and agreed that Great Britain ought to "quit India" and allow the Indians to rule themselves. Also, leading to the birth of anti-colonialism movement was the emergence of Japan, which showed that an Asian country could become a great power. Due to this emergence of Japan, the Europeans' "superiority" became doubted, and many people thought that they could reclaim their sovereignty and indeed, anti-colonialism movements in most parts kicked-off. Second last factor is that the colonialists sought to undermine the culture of their subjects and most of them were unhappy about it. For example, the French sought to undermine Vietnam's Confucian culture by creating French-trained Vietnamese elite that was willing to cooperate with them. However, Revolutionary nationalistic movement grew in the 1920s, since the Vietnamese were against continued exploitation and repression from the colonial masters (Andrea, 2012).
What motivated the leaders of anti-colonial movements?
Many leaders including the other citizens of the respective nations that were subjected to colonialism wanted to rule themselves. The colonial rule was full of repression and some dictatorship that was hurting. An important factor that made the leaders of the anti-colonial movements motivated is that there was the growth of solidarity among the freedom movements in individual nations and also in the different countries. Nations in Asian and African continents were demanding for their independence. In Latin America, the leaders of the anti-colonial movements were inspired or motivated by the fact that nationalism inspired new plans for economic development.  The economic development had been affected by the Great Depression of the 1930s that ruined the global market for the region's minerals and agricultural products. Also a factor that could have led to the motivation that the anti-colonial movement leaders had is that the people who were subjected to colonization were becoming fed up with the oppression that they had been subjected to for several decades (Bentley, 2003). They were also against the idea that the Europeans were superior. They were motivated after seeing that Japan had emerged from the leadership of colonizers. Due to this emergence of Japan, the Europeans' "superiority" became doubted, and many people thought that they could reclaim their sovereignty and indeed, anti-colonialism movements in most parts kicked-off.
Was anti-colonialism successful? Why or why not?
Anti-colonialism cannot be said to have been successful in the real sense simply because, one there is still economic exploitation as it was during the colonial period.  Whenever the industrialized nations such as Britain, and the US sit together with the third world nations to discuss how they will carry out the trade, they will always come up with trade policies that will benefit them. This means that the developing nations such as those found in Asia and Africa will not trade with the industrialized nations on the same terms; they will be losing at the end of the trading period. Even today much of the companies that provide Technology solutions are run and controlled in Africa by people from the first-world countries such as the US and Britain among others. Another thing that can show that anti-colonialism was not successful is that in some nations such as Russia the country is still under dictatorship rule. After President Vladimir Putin took office in 2000, the government took control of the nation's media, harassed the journalists and any other citizen who criticized his rule. This is a clear indication that anti-colonialism was not successful since the subjects of nations such as Russia are still under oppression from the ruling government. There is still the factor of the Cold War among different nations. Many nations such as the US and Russia are still fighting each other but not physically. There has been tension between Russia and most of the states of Western Europe. 
In conclusion, anti-colonialism were movements of nationalism and discourses of nationality. Anti-colonialism was born with the awareness of the national self-consciousness of the people who were colonized as they realized how they were both economic and politically exploited. Throughout the 20th century, those who were under the colonial masters such as the Britain, France, and Portugal among others imagined themselves as one community and forged themselves a sovereign state within certain territorial boundaries (Andrea, 2012). One important factor that made the leaders of the anti-colonial movements motivated is that there was the growth of solidarity among the freedom movements in individual nations and also in the different countries. Due to this emergence of Japan, the Europeans' "superiority" became doubted, and many people thought that they could reclaim their sovereignty and indeed, anti-colonialism movements in most parts kicked-off.
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