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An Argument against Socrates
Plato's apology encompasses details contained in the speech made by Socrates at his trial. Socrates was accused by the Athenian council on three accounts. One of them was that he did not recognize the gods that were recognized by the state. Another accusation leveled against him was that Socrates invented new deities, and lastly, he used to corrupt the youths of Athens.[footnoteRef:1] He was found guilty and sentenced to death. In this case, the word apology refers to defense against an accusation. The essay seeks to argue that Socrates was guilty as charged. [1: Thomas G. West and Platon. Plato's Apology of Socrates: an interpretation, with a new translation. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1979.  ] 

One of the reasons why Socrates was guilty is that he was aware of his responsibilities as a citizen but failed to obey the law. He openly declares that “the law must be obeyed and a defense speech made.”[footnoteRef:2] One of the solid circumstantial arguments that attest to the general guilt of Socrates is his explanation for championing his truth in private and not in public. If he knew that what he was doing was just and democratic, he could have done such activities in the public domain. He says, "if someone who fights for the just is going to preserve himself even for a short time, he must lead a private life rather than a public life."[footnoteRef:3] Socrates vividly reveals that he chose to preserve himself from the Athenian authority before his case by keeping his activities private. In other words, Socrates knows that he was breaking the law. It is also for this reason that Socrates fails to rise to the occasion and offer a spirited defense against the accusations leveled before him. He instead invests his energy in taunting his audience with a string of rhetorical tools. This notion is reflected in the way Socrates uses palatable language to indicate that he was never going to respect the law but rather obey his perceived truth. From this perspective, it is clear that Socrates relied on his thinking and perceived truth whether the truth breaks the law or not. [2: Ibid, 2 ]  [3: Ibid, 14] 

Another issue that makes Socrates guilty is the creation of his god. Socrates disregards the Athenian gods by referencing a single that he says he owes much devotion. Socrates gives in by admitting to conversing with his daimon. He says that something divine and daimonic always come to him in the form of a voice. He also deliberately makes clear an existing connection between his dreams, daimon, divinity, and the single god. He says, “I have been ordered to practice this by the god, as I affirm, from divination and dreams.”[footnoteRef:4] When Socrates is eventually sentenced to death, he links the sign of the god with his divination derived from daimonion. Socrates used to claim to hear a voice or sign from his childhood days. The voice accompanied him and also acted as a chief adviser.  [4: Ibid, 16] 

The voice could forbid from doing certain things. To add, the sign was only visible to Socrates alone in his mind. It is from this perspective that the Athenian council felt that the deity could create or was creating hostility to the interests of Athens. The council perceived Socrates’s daimon to be highly influential in his indictment on the accusation of worshipping new gods that were not recognized in the city. Indeed, Plato’s apology does not make any attempt to reconcile Socrates’ divine sign with traditional sentiments of piety. The Xenophon of Socrates debates that just as there are people who rely on birdcalls and are guided by such voices, so is Socrates influenced by his daimon.[footnoteRef:5] He could have pleaded guilty by disassociating with any religious role in the city.  His step of assimilating himself to a seer undermined his innocence. The guilt was cemented by his insistence on having direct and personal access to the daimon.  To add, the Athenians used to express their piety through participating in festivals, visiting shrines, making sacrifices, and so on. This was a sure assumption that a person had a strong devotion to the Athenian gods. Plato’s apology does not reveal any public participation by Socrates in such important rituals. Such elements attracted the death penalty. [5: Nicholas Denyer ed. Plato: The Apology of Socrates and Xenophon: The Apology of Socrates. Cambridge University Press, 2019. ] 

Also, Socrates was guilty of corrupting youths in the city. Socrates states that youths like hearing wise people like him. He also suggests that the relatives never come forward to serve in the capacity of witnesses. The reason that he gives is that “they are conscious that Meletus speaks falsely while I am being truthful?”[footnoteRef:6] He also affirms that he always speaks the truth. Such an argument forms a better defense line for Socrates to extricate himself from the accusations of corrupting the youths.[footnoteRef:7] It could have stood as his lifelong goal of advocating for the truth. However, Socrates failed to call either his relatives or the young as his witnesses. This was a clear indication that he was guilty. This is cemented by the point that he used to do things in private.  [6: Ibid, 35]  [7: George T. Hole "The First Trial of Socrates." Philosophy and Literature 41, no. 1 (2017): 1-15. 
 ] 

To conclude, Socrates' apology reveals his admission of creating his god.  The apology also reveals that he never participated in public religious ceremonies, for instance, offering sacrifices. It is noticeable that Socrates recognizes gravity beforehand. He does not fight for innocence. He even fails to call witnesses to help solidify his defensive line. Such elements work against him. Also, Socrates showcases his guilt based on the way he sidesteps weighty issues. He even takes such a life-defining moment to taunt the power structure of Athens, especially the leadership of Meletus.
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