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Author
The Declaration of Independence of July 4th, 1776, was drafted and written by Thomas Jefferson. He was a committee member who was given the mandate to write the Declaration by the Continental Congress. The other members included; Roger Sharman, Robert Livingston, John Adams, and Benjamin Franklin. 
Thomas Jefferson was born in 1743 and represented Virginia in the Continental Congress. During this time in Congress, he drafted the human rights and the independence declaration of 1776. Jefferson also served as the second governor of Virginia from 1779 and 1781 and later as a vice president of the United States and as the third president of the United States.  Apart from politics, Jefferson was a lawyer, diplomat, philosopher, and architect. He was also a minister of finance and secretary of state to France. 
Thomas Jefferson drafted the independence declaration and, in it, he is briefly included human rights. He also highlighted the common mistake the king of Great Britain had done that undermined human rights. He viewed government as a product of the majority, that is, the citizens. He argued that any government that does not promote the citizen's welfare should be withdrawn and replaced with a government that has a sense of humanity. Also, he believed that all men all equal, and thus freedom should be given to all men.  
Time and place
The Declaration of Independence was drafted in Philadelphia, United States of America, on July 4th, 1776. This is primarily celebrated as the birth of the United States Independence Day. Jefferson drafted the Declaration to signal the separation of the united colonies from Great Britain. Although it included other writers' views, Jefferson mainly included his views about Great Britain's king. As such, the Declaration is more of criticism than a declaration of independence. 
Prior knowledge
Before the Declaration of Independence was drafted in 1776, the continental Congress had formed committees that drafted "the declaration of the cause and the necessity of taking up arms." This justified armed resistance against the oppressive colonization of England. The Declaration had no symbols that can make it easily recognizable or add prior knowledge about its drafting. 
Audience
Thomas Jefferson drafted the Declaration of independence to address the shortcomings of the colonists’ governments and Great Britain's government as a whole. So the audience was the American colonists and the British government. In the Declaration, he criticized the king of England and the British government for violating human rights and highlights the new government's goals that would be formed. He intentionally included human rights to show that the Americans had legitimate reasons to rebel against the colonists and the British government. He clearly states that the people of American need another government that would take care of human beings' natural rights. 
Reason
The Declaration of Independence was drafted to signal the separation of the United States and Britain. As such, Jefferson included the reasons for the break to win public support. He said that the king of England was harsh and cruel, and therefore the people of American should not be under leadership. It was also to show a new theory of government. To demonstrate this, he listed the new government's goals and how it would protect human rights where the government would protect the people's natural rights. It was also to show that war existed between the colonizers and the colonists. With it, the king was informed of the harsh conditions that signaled there were rebellions in the states (Maier 2012). The Declaration was vital as it symbolized America's people were tired of the harsh ruling and they need freedom. The outcome of the Declaration was independence and freedom for all. 
The main idea
The Declaration of independence contains three basic ideas that Jefferson wanted to communicate. First, God created all man equally. No one is superior to another, and thus all human beings should be treated equally. All men are entitled to similar natural rights that include the right to pursue happiness, the right to life, and liberty. According to the Declaration, these three rights are paramount, and every individual should enjoy them. Second, the function of government is to protect the people and their rights. Thirdly, any government that cannot honor human beings' rights should not be allowed to continue, and thus, people are free to reject it and instill a new government. The Declaration says the source of governments' power comes from the people, and therefore any government violating their rights should be revolted and overthrown (Jefferson 2014).
Significance
The Declaration of independence of the United States in 1776 is an essential document in the country's history. This is because it shows the measure taken by the initial thirteen states of the United States to rebel against the British government and colonization. These states declared their independence from British rule, thus playing a significant role in the American states' decolonization. Also, it laid the foundation of human rights enjoyed across the globe. All men enjoy equal rights regardless of their skin colors due to the Declaration of independence in 1776 (Jayne 2014).
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