[bookmark: _GoBack]Note: this writing exercise is based on chapter 2 of Headrick's A Method for Writing Essays about Literature. 
 
Assignment: in 250 words or less, first define what a claim is (do not copy and paste anything… define it in your own terms) and then develop three different claims about any three of the texts we have read so far. Your claims do not have to be radically new or unique, and you can follow and adapt things I have already said in the lectures, but they should be your claims, and represent your unique understanding of the texts. The idea here, and the thing I want you to practice, is making succinct interpretive claims about the meaning of a text. A good claim is about what a text "reveals" or "suggests" or is actually "about." A bad claim summarizes, describes, or simply states facts. A good claim is also only one sentence--be succinct, be precise, and be clear.
 
So: define what a claim is in your own words (this part can be several sentences long, if necessary) and then develop three claims of your own. This might not require 250 words, so do not worry about the word count requirement.
 
Note: do not use a text more than once. Each claim needs to be about a different text.

TEXTS:
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46471/unholy-sonnet-1

John Donne's "The Flea" and "A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning" and Andrew Marvell's "To His Coy Mistress."

https://www.dartmouth.edu/~milton/reading_room/pl/book_1/text.shtml
https://digitaldante.columbia.edu/dante/divine-comedy/inferno/inferno-1/

