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Abortion Debate Questions
Question 1
Please go to p. 234 of the eText, and using the ‘Outline of Moral Approaches to Abortion” on that page, state your tentative position (where you are at this moment of your life on the issue of abortion) make sure you have read the ‘thesis’, ‘corollaries and expectations’, ‘connections with moral theory’ for every position/approach before stating your position. Do you stand with radical pro-choice, moderate pro-choice, or pro-life? What are your reasons at this stage in your life?  If your position is not exactly any of these, describe your own position. If you are ‘undecided’, explain why.
I am undecided. The pro-choice and pro-life advocates may argue on the basis of moral, legal, religious and scientific reason. The question is whether the parents of the potential human child are ready to give it a life of their liking, or not. Yet, the child is a separate individual who can carve its life to its own liking. 
Question 2
Make some key terms that come up in abortion debates clear to yourself (pull out quotes from the eText ONLY! No need to explain in your own words for this item.)
(a) When pro-life advocates argue that ‘life begins at conception,’ what does the term ‘conception’ mean? When does it begin? Conception means the implantation of the embryo in the woman’s body. It begins when a male’s sperm fuses with the woman’s ovum.
(b) When pro-choice advocates argue that the fetus does not have rights yet or rights equal to those of the mother, what does the term ‘fetus’ mean? Fetus refers to the developing embryo in the mother’s womb. This fetus is inactive and solely relies on the mother.
(c) When is there a ‘heart’ in the fetus? In the third trimester of the pregnancy period.
(d) When, most likely, can the fetus begin to feel pain? About six months of pregnancy.
(e) What is ‘viability’ and around when is the fetus ‘viable’? Viability refers to the ability of the fetus to live outside the womb. A fetus is viable from 24 weeks of pregnancy.
Question 3
Go to the subsection ‘Abortion and the Law’ (eText, p. 237). Sometimes, it is assumed that if abortion is immoral, it ought to be illegal. Why is this assumed equivalence of law and morality questionable? The law is influenced by legislators while morality is the standard notion provided in the society. There are other multiple actions in the society that are deemed immoral yet permissible by law.
Question 4
A Review of Abortion-related Laws (Go to the section ‘Abortion and Law’ for answers). Which statements are true and which are false: (You could just type ‘T’ or ‘F’ at the   end of each statement.  All of these are based on the eText.)
(a) Before Roe vs. Wade, abortion was illegal in most US states except in cases of life-or-health-threatening pregnancy and pregnancy resulting from rape or incest. True
(b) The 5-4 Supreme Court decision that weighed in favor of Jane Roe in the 1970’s ruled that states can no longer ban abortion based on the right to privacy, which is the right to keep things secret. False
(c) The 5-4 Supreme Court decision that weighed in favor of Jane Roe in the 1970’s ruled that states can no longer ban abortion  based on the right to privacy , which is freedom from restraint in decisions as to how to live and enjoy one’s life. True
(d) The states were not allowed to ban abortion beginning in 1973 based on the 14th. True
(e) Since Casey vs. Planned Parenthood, the Supreme Court ruled that abortion cannot be banned before the fetus has a heartbeat. True
(f) States are allowed to impose restrictions for minors seeking abortions. True
(g) Since Gonzalez vs. Carhart, ‘partial birth abortion’ or ‘intact dilation and extraction’ can no longer be banned, because banning them involves ‘undue’ burden. False
(h) Recent Supreme Court decisions on abortion have been unanimous. False
(i) What makes abortion a moral matter is it involves questions about rights, happiness, well-being, and the status and value of human life. True
(j) More than half of the US states have enacted laws that make it a crime to cause harm to the fetus, thus, attacking a pregnant woman and harming the fetus in the process can be guilty of murder or manslaughter. False


Question 5
The act utilitarian reason given in support of abortion suggests that a woman’s decision to terminate an unwanted child may be crucial especially if it is made on the grounds of giving birth to another wanted baby in future. I think the reasoning is not enough to support abortion. The reasoning’s weakness is that the prochoice activists do not consider the uncertainties of the future. This is because the future of the unwanted child may be bright regardless of the fact that it is unwanted.
Question 6
I think the pro-lifers’ perception is strong and built on reasonable grounds. However, their perception’s weakness is obvious in the words they use, for instance murder because they overlook certain situations such as where the mother’s life, or health need to be saved. Abortion should not be called murder if there is a good enough reason behind it.
Question 7
I think Don Marquis’s reasoning is strongly justifiable. I wouldn’t say that his reasoning has a weakness except that the mother’s decision to abort a child may be based on the problems that she predicts of befalling the inborn child. Marquis does not consider such a scenario.
Question 8
I think Marry Warren’s reasoning is correct on the bases that for a being to be termed a person, it must have rights which are only accorded to beings capable of reason. Thus a child, an infant, and a fetus can only depend on the rights of the parents. However, this kind of reasoning has a weakness considering a situation where some children bring themselves up, after losing both parents, and they succeed.
Question 9
Thomson’s explanation, especially on the organ transplant comparison to the fetus living in the mother’s body lacks reasonable basis. Unlike in organ transplant, where the recipient and the donor are distinct individuals who may not have close relations, a child is a creation of the mother – it belongs to her.
Question 10
I think that abortion in the late term stages of fetus development might seem somewhat inhuman as compared to early-stage abortion. The reason given behind this statement may have weaknesses because it only considers the interests of the mother and the society against the interests of the fetus. I think what should be considered more is the viability of the child.
Question 11
I strongly agree with Rosalind Hursthouse. Abortion should be deemed right or wrong depending on the reason behind it. However, I would not cling strongly to the issue of character, because a woman’s character may not be pleasant, but her reason for abortion may be morally right.
Question 12
There are two ways of reducing abortion, namely, making it less available or making it less necessary. In many US states, it has been made less available using cruel measures such as harsh clinic regulations, public funding barring, making the process extremely expensive, imposing long waiting period, and parental involvement laws. As a result, many women who cannot afford the abortion process carry children against their will. The best approach is to make abortion less necessary by reducing the number of incidences of unintended pregnancies.
In Netherlands the use of contraceptive is campaigned for in order to reduce unwanted pregnancies. These campaigns have shown great impact as the cases of abortion continue to decrease significantly in the country. According to the wright study, contraception is between 92 and 99 percent effective and the effectiveness increases to 99.99 percent with the addition of redundant prophylactics. 
