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[bookmark: _GoBack]        There are cases where individuals’ rights may conflict with the common good, otherwise known as what is good for a group. This has been a topic of debate throughout the history of the United States of America and did not seem to boil down anytime soon. The Declaration of Independence and Bill of Rights states that each person has specific unalienable rights, with the government tasked with protecting these rights. Examples of individual rights include freedom of expression, press, and religion. It may be difficult to step down the rights of an individual for the common good of a community. History shows that judges have been in a dilemma when deciding between individual rights and the collective goals of a group or community. Examples of these cases include Snyder vs. Phelps (2011), America vs. Vietnam (1965-1973), and Griswold vs. Connecticut (1965). This ever-boiling debate is the reason that prompted me to do this research, with the aim of determining what should be done in case these rights clash. This paper seeks to explain how individual rights can conflict with the collective goals of organizations and groups, and whether it is right to ignore the rights of a person for the sake of the collectivity of persons. Beginning with the definition of individual rights, the researcher will proceed to explain different scenarios where the rights of a group and those an individual may differ. The paper, however, seeks to defend why it may be reasonable to forego individual rights to group rights.
