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Abstract of A Research Paper
Introduction
	An abstract is usually a summary of the significant aspects of the entire research paper, and it does this in a prescribed sequence that includes various components. Abstracts for research papers always exist in the form of one paragraph of between 150-300 words. The four general types of abstracts for research papers include critical, descriptive, highlight as well as informative abstracts, each with its own distinct features. The first step and component of an abstract should state why the study is needed and includes what problems or phenomena brought about the need for research. The second part of an abstract involves the purpose of the study, and this is the aim or solution; the study proposes in relation to the problem or issue at hand. It is closely followed by a description of the participants in the research; participants include the demographic qualities of parties involved, such as age, gender, population type, ethnicity as well as the number of participants (Tullu, 2019).
	Besides, an abstract has to include the essential features of the study method, such as whether surveys are used, focused groups and interviews, as well as any qualitative methods. The methods used have to be stated in brief. The next component of an abstract involves presenting the primary findings and the statistical significance levels as well as the effect size of the research. Only the important findings are presented in the abstract and not all findings. It gives an overview of the major findings that solves the problem. The abstract ends with a conclusion that restates all the major parts covered and provides any recommendations for future research. Abstracts need no citation of references because they aim to help the reader identify key points of the research paper and decide whether to read the whole paper.
	
Narrowing the Research Topic
Narrowing the research topic is important because one gets a statement or question that saves them time and energy because they are able to conduct more focused searches. Broad research topics make it difficult to address a research issue in the time and space allowed. One way to narrow the research topic is by choosing one aspect with which to view the research problem. One can take the perspective of looking only at the causes of an issue and, to be even more narrow, study just one of the causes. Also, using demographic characteristics allows one to narrow a research topic by focusing the study topic with regard to particular classes of people or phenomena (Villani et al., 2019).
 Moreover, the timeframe can be used to narrow a research topic in that one decides whether they want to study recent events or a selected historical time period. Shorter study timeframes make the research topic narrow. Another way is by determining the relationships between variables and perspectives. When a study is designed around the correlation of different variables, then the scope of analysis is reduced, making the topic narrow. Location or place can also help narrow a research topic because focusing on a smaller geographical unit translates to a narrow topical focus. The method of gathering information can reduce the scope of interpretative analysis required for the research issue; thus, choosing a method that requires less explanation would be suitable in narrowing the research topic.
Information Sources in Research
Research must include a citation from the various sources of information used. Because information can come from virtually anywhere, it is Important to identify credible sources of information to make research credible. Research embraces the authoritative form of knowledge, among others. The highly appropriate source of information is peer-reviewed article journals because they include articles written by experts in certain fields, and these articles must go under review. Such articles also have a narrow focus, thus making them precise. Academic journals are most appropriate because of certain specific qualities that make them credible compared to other less appropriate sources (Ince et al., 2019). These qualities include the fact that journals include cited references and have undergone a rigorous editorial review process. Journal articles thus undergo several revisions before they can be deemed satisfactory for publication. Moreover, academic articles tend to have a narrow analysis of a topic than those in other publication because they focus narrowly on single issues. 
Reference books are also appropriate because they include statistical information and facts. Other acceptable sources include books that can cover any topic and often provide complete background information. Some books are edited prior to publication so as to ascertain the quality and credibility of their content. Other books from academic publishers include multiple chapters, each written by one or more researchers; thus, they contain a wealth of high-quality information. Sources of an academic nature should e preferred in research compared to non-academic sources because they are more accurate and credible.
Skills and Competencies
A researcher should possess certain skills and competencies to allow for the finding of a solution to research problems as well as the interpretation of various research articles. To be able to review information in an article, analyse and interpret that information in a manner that brings a solution requires one to have specific skills and competencies. Having the competency to acquire scientific knowledge and apply such knowledge in interpreting a research article is essential for analysing the article, and this is especially true for technical topics. Also, the ability to incorporate existing knowledge into understanding a research article is helpful in linking the findings of research to the problem under investigation (Mills et al., 2019). Moreover, assessment skills are crucial in interpreting a research article because such skills allow for judgment and evaluation of the article to determine whether the purpose that was stated has been achieved and if not, then alternatives are provided.
An open-minded approach is also a required competency because it allows for one to be willing to consider a variety of new ideas and arguments as well as information. An unprejudiced view of a research article allows for objective analysis and interpretation of its content. Having the ability to pay close attention to details is a skill that is essential when trying to interpret a research article. It is because one is able to be thorough and accurate in their analysis and review of information. When this happens, the interpretation also becomes accurate since it stems from the analysis. Source checking is also an important skill as it allows for the cross-examination and confirmation of sources to ascertain credibility. One can only trust the information in a research article when the cited sources of information are acceptable in research. Any other source that seems bogus would deem the article questionable.
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