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Are boys acculturated differently than girls?
Boys and girls are acculturated differently. Just the same way men and women are assigned different roles in the society, it is the same way children are shaped differently in terms of how they are raised. This is so apparent on how they are handled right from the moment they are born. You would notice this on how a baby girl is handled with care and perceived as delicate compared to a baby boy. While this kind of treatment may appear normal, but in real sense it is something shaped by culture which more often determine different roles that people take up when they grow up. 
Today, toys are segregated according to gender, they are sold in different aisles, which is achieved through signs, for example, indicating boys’ activity toys and girls building sets. This is also achieved through more implicit mechanisms like color coding. In fact, if you visit a toy store, the first thing you would notice is a very pink aisle and a blue aisle for toys meant for boys. These are good markings of gender because it is not just the segregation of toys but also the very ideas about gender that are embedded in the toys themselves, but in how girls and boys are perceived in the society. 
Toys for girls (Barbie dolls, ballerina costumes, makeups, jewels, etc.) mostly centre on the ideas of beauty, nurturing, and domesticity while toys for boys (guns, trucks, wrestlers, soldiers, etc.) are overly about action, aggression, and excitement. An empirical study that analyses about 7,000 Sears catalog toy advertisement from various time points over the 20th century shows some interesting findings on how gender marketing of children’s toys have changed over time. One thing the research study points out is that toys are far more gendered today than they were at any point over the 20th century (Veart, 2015). This is not to say that gender played no role in the toys of the past, but it certainly did as it continues to do so in the present. 
From the products marketed, how are girls encouraged or expected to act? 
Gendered toys mean a lot for kids we have today. For example, Barbie dolls has long hair and a baby girl is sometimes encouraged to beautify it something that tell more about parent’s expectations towards her. Whether directly or not, the things children are encouraged to do with the toys help develop attributes that shape their behaviours as well as what they become in future. 
Many parents see their baby girls as tomorrow’s women. Therefore, when they are being raised, the society has this thing of treating them as they would like them to be as mothers and wives. They are groomed on how to be gentle, nurturing, and most importantly loving. On the other hand, boys are expected to be hardworking, protective, and responsible for their actions. It is for this reason there is an existing divide that draws the line between the type of toys both girls and boys are expected to play with when growing up. 
What are they expected to like to see or do? 
A gender-based study which was conducted in 2013 to help understand preferences for boys and girls asked young women what they would like to be, see or do with their lives. The responses were so interesting as many undergraduate women who participated in it indicated that they would like to be a “princess”. They would like to get married and stay at home to raise children (Andersen, 2013). Such participants clearly represent a group of young girls who are made to believe that their gender determines the kind of roles they are expected to perform in the society. Also, the study indicated that women who preferred playing princess in their tender age were more gender-stereotyped in terms of their behaviour (Andersen, 2013). They were termed as “soft” because they explained being fearful of being or getting involved in an aggressive environment. When asked whether they played with toy guns, most of them responded said “No”. The point this study is trying to drive home is that girls are expected to avoid confronting scenarios, to be humble, and to like things that bring more harmony in their life. In other words, they are expected to be tender and nurturing. 
Children learn gender stereotypes when they are still on their diapers. This is to mean that by the time they reach 18 months to 2 years they already know the things they want to play with, and what they like or dislike. You may find a girl child choosing to play with red, pink, or in generally bright-coloured objects while a boy child chooses to play with whatever object he finds on his way.  This is to indicate that children are expected to have preferences on the basis of their gender. At a tender age, many parents make them to believe that certain colours are for girls while others are not and that they are supposed to do certain things that align with their gender.
Do boys’ toys or greeting cards encourage similar skills, interests, and attention?
As discussed earlier, both girls’ and boys’ toys has differentiating features that help shape attributes the child is expected to have when he grows up. Toys meant for boys, for example, guns, trucks, wrestlers, among others do not have similar skills and interests, as their features are designed in a way that draws a particular attention, for example, to strengthen certain skills such as problem solving skills as well as their muscles. 
The following is a list of ways in which boys are culturally encouraged to behave differently:
· They are encouraged to “kick back” or to be vigilant when confronted by their peers or enemies just to ensure that they do not become cowards. 
· They are discouraged from crying, for instance if they fall on the ground because crying is associated with weakness
· They are encouraged to do better than girls because the society expects them to be tomorrow leaders
· They are encouraged to solve difficult problems that require critical thinking so they can harden their ability to deal with difficult situations in the society
· They encouraged to protect their siblings or even to develop skills they would use to protect the society when need arises. 
· Sometimes they are encouraged to learn through the hard way. This is something that was done in the past. Some societies believed in helping young boys develop survival skills that could help them when in hostile environments. Today, these skills are rare but they could be really helpful for a child learning how to survive on his own especially when in an environment away from his parent. 
· They are encouraged to be responsible. 
· They are encouraged to be hardworking just to ensure that they become productive members of the society
· They are encouraged to be loving so they can be able to take care of their families as well as the society at large when they grow up
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