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Factors Affecting Computer System Acquisition
Computing systems are an integral part of the modern business world. Their simplification of tasks, automation, and speed help business to improve production and operate effectively and efficiently. The procurement of computer systems is a complex affair since companies operate in various industries which have different needs, company structures and regulations. Therefore, any interest in purchasing this system should be subjected to certain factors to ensure it is a worthwhile addition to the business's assets.
 	The needs of the company usually rank as one of the most important factors to consider before purchasing a computer system. Different companies have different needs. For example, a bank might be interested in investing in the latest cybersecurity system to prevent intrusion by hackers. On the other hand, the company selling the security system may have different needs such as faster servers with better performance. Therefore, the company should analyze the needs that require the incorporation of a computer system. This analysis will reveal whether the system is essential and whether it will fulfill the needs of the company. This factor may not apply in industries where regulations requiring the acquisition of computer systems have been made compulsory.
 	The cost of acquiring the computer system also plays a significant role. The management has to consider whether the acquisition would be too expensive. The computer systems may also have to be designed according to specifications which may prove to be costly. There can also be the option of designing the system in-house or outsourcing. The cost of support functions may also be considered such as training and maintenance. In certain situations, computer systems are manufactured by monopolies. Business may have to go with the costs given while negotiating for a good package.
 	Since businesses are always growing, the scalability of the system is very important. This factor is very important since it usually makes or breaks the growth of a business, for example, the customer who opt for alternatives because of slower page loading times. The computer systems should be able to grow at par with the business. This match will be instrumental in customer retention and maintenance of business operations.
 Security is an important consideration in today's world. Businesses deal with a lot of data and information which might be private to the respective organization. People who gain unauthorized access to such data may use it to blackmail the company. A case which was witnessed was when hackers attacked a Greenfield computer system and demanded Bitcoins to cede control. The computer systems should be able to prevent access to unauthorized users within the organization and outside. It should be able to implement a method display that does not reveal sensitive information to users such as contact details of suppliers. The companies that deal with a lot of customer information such as banks, schools, military and the government may have this as a top factor but others businesses without huge data may not have it as one.
[bookmark: _GoBack] 	The complexity of the system for staff and customers and integration is also a critical consideration. A system should not be complex such that the user interaction becomes a hindrance to performance. The business should consider whether training will be required for integration, whether customers will need tutorials and if extra staff will be needed for the computer system to perform optimally.
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