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The novels, Black Hole by Charles Burns and Fun Home by Bechdel have sex as a common theme discussed although in different contexts. While Burns brings out teen sex, Bechdel discusses homosexuality, particularly in his father. He is a first-hand witness and a victim of personal trauma and that of his father who committed suicide when Bechdel was twenty. He does not seem to dislike his father even though he had an unusual habit of getting angry on slight provocation like commenting on his tie. Burns, through his novel creates an image of what might be today’s status of the society. There is a lot of teen sex and use of drugs in his book. Teenage sex has led to a plague that is transmitted through sexual contact like HIV.
Teaching about adolescence and sexuality is likely to be effective using panels 73 to 77 in Black Hole and panel 16 in Bechdel’s Fun Home (BURNS, 2017). These panels communicate about sex. In Black Hole, Burns shows Keith and Eliza engaging in teenage sex and how this act leads to infection by the plague which causes mutation. The plague makes Eliza to grow a tail. Another character in the novel is Rob who grows an extra mouth in the neck. The plague is used to represent HIV although exaggeration is used by the author by introducing mutation caused by the plague. Bechdel suspects unusual behaviour in his father who is shown as a gay despite having a wife and children (Bechdel, n.d.). Bechdel could not imagine his father sleeping with boys.
These panels are chosen for the lesson on adolescence and sexuality because they present ideal cases of the themes. The mutation caused by the plague transmitted sexually in Burns’ novel is a representation of effects of teen sex which are infections and unplanned pregnancies. In the current society, drugs and teenage sex are prevalent and the images painted in the novel can provide good lessons to young learners. Bechdel’s father is depicted as a gay and the effects of being a homosexual in the family are seen in how he handles his household and eventual death through suicide. This scenario is meant to communicate that not only do sex-oriented behaviours affect teens but also grownup people with families, and have negative influences on how children perceive their parents. Bechdel’s father seems to be confused about his sexual identity. He is a gay and at the same time married to a woman. Having spent a lot of time together, Bechdel is able to observe his father’s strange behaviour.
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