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There are various laws spelled by the constitution in the United States of America. The Federal laws ban the use, possession, and transportation of some illegal drugs within the country. The laws are separated into various sections that give a clear direction on the actions that need to be taken in case a person or group of people are found in possession or use of illegal drugs. Drug trafficking is an issue that has been very common in the US. This is a term that is familiar to many people as a number of court cases have been made public and news headlines on the subject frequently witnessed. Some of the laws regarding drug trafficking are common in the entire United States while some laws only apply in some few states and not uniform for all states (Gardner & Anderson, 2014). There are some instances where the punishments for drug trafficking may go beyond the normal penalties when someone is caught in possession or trafficking. This paper closely uses United States v. Echeverry case to comprehensively discuss what will happen in a situation where a defendant carries a firearm and goes ahead to fire it in an attempt to regain possession of illegal drugs stolen from him.
The Federal Statute makes the possession of all sorts of objects and substances illegal. For instance, possession of illegal drugs such as cocaine and many more is illegal and punishable by the law. The duration for prison punishment or fine depends with the nature of the arrest. This entails things like defendants’ background, circumstances or reactions during the arrest, quantity of the illicit drugs and many more. The law punishes those found to possess different types of contrabands as shown in the case of United States v. Echeverry. In this case, the defendant, Carlos Echeverry was arrested and charged with a possessory offense, with an actual possession of cocaine which was the contraband in the question. The agents found a tape-wrapped block of cocaine in his house. In order to support their arguments in the court that Echeverry was a drug trafficker, the documents found in the house were used for justification. The handwritten statements showed that he was a businessman trafficking drugs. Despite all these charges that we commonly get in the news and other social media, it will be a different case when a defendant is found in possession of a firearm.  
In a case where the defendant carries a firearm while trying to regain possession of illegal drugs then it will be a different case. After arresting the victim then the court will impose a sentencing enhancement for the possession of the firearm. This will be done in addition the sentencing imposed for possession of drugs with intent to distribute it or participation in drug distribution conspiracy (U.S. v. Echeverry, 649 F.3d 159). It means that after charging the victim for the drug-related offense as stated in the law then there will be an additional punishment for the possession of the illicit drugs. Therefore, if the defendant carries a firearm and even goes ahead to fire it then they will be charged more or the court will impose a sentencing enhancement in addition to conspiracy to distribute narcotics that belonged to them before the action of stealing. Firing will even make the enhancement be more difficult to the victims as this will appear as a Violation for the Uniform Firearms Act (VUFA). 
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