Document 1
No Rent Manifesto
· Written by William O’Brien – who was he (briefly)? 

· What was his function in the movement at this time? Essentially a publicity man or ‘spin doctor’ – how effective a document is the Manifesto in terms of propaganda?

· Where was it published? How was it distributed? Was it published in America? If so, why?


· Is there anything to note about its use of language? What does this reveal about the discourse of the Land League campaign?

What is the the significance of words/terms/phrases like: ‘system of terrorism’ versus ‘constitutional rights of the people’; ‘exiled brothers in America’ ; ‘enemies of your race’ ; ‘happy homes and national freedom’ ; ‘self-reliant nation’. 

· Davitt was a ‘signatory’, though he believed the call for a rent strike was months too late – why did he believe this?

· Who are the other signatories (briefly) and what were their respective roles?

· Outline the purpose of the document (obviously, a call for a rent strike, but more broadly in terms of the political context) and assess how far it succeeded in its purpose? Was there a general rent strike? If not, why not? Who opposed it and why? – Church? Press? How did the British government react?

· What was the eventual outcome of this period of conflict (of which the jailing of the leaders and the issuing of the manifesto were constituent parts)?

· Comment briefly, if you wish, on related matters (for example, the emergence and significance of the Ladies Land League)




Document 2
‘The General Election Game’, cartoon from the Weekly Freeman, 28 November 1885

A cartoon in the Weekly Freeman depicting politics in Westminster during the general election of 1885. Unlike today, general elections in this period were held over more than one day – in this case, from 24 November to 18 December (note the date of the cartoon’s publication in this context). The card dealer is Charles Stewart Parnell. On the left are Conservative leader Lord Salisbury with fellow Tory with Randolph Churchill. On the right, Liberal leader William Gladstone with fellow Liberal Joseph Chamberlain.

[bookmark: _Hlk53742173]Some of the questions you need to consider and points you should address:
· Who are the characters depicted?
· What do the cards they are holding tell us?
· Explain and analyse the comments in the caption.
· The cartoonist was John Fergus O’Hea. Can you say anything about him and his career?
· Why was the 1885 general election a significant landmark in British and Irish politics?
· Discuss the Weekly Freeman.
· Discuss the nature and role of political cartoons in this period.


Document 3
The Necessity for De-Anglicising Ireland

Some questions to address:
· Who was Douglas Hyde?

· What was the the Irish National Literary Society?

· What does Declan Kiberd mean when he describes this lecture as ‘Ireland’s declaration of cultural independence’ (Inventing Ireland (London, 1995), p. 138)?

· What are the key arguments in the lecture?

· What does Hyde suggest as the best strategy for reviving the Irish language?

· What is the essence of Hyde’s critique of nationalist politics? How does he pitch his arguments to Unionists?

· Who do you think are his main intended audience?

· Who are ‘Zeuss, Jubainville, Zimmer, Kuno Meyer, Windisch, or Ascoli’?

· How does he regard (English) popular culture?

· What impact did the lecture have? 


· Did it have repercussions beyond the language question? How do its arguments relate to the other aspects of the cultural revival of these years?


Document 4
‘Meeting of Dublin Suffragists’, Irish Times, 10 August 1912

Some questions to address:
· Where was the Irish suffrage movement by August 1912 in terms of its history and development e.g. When had it started? How had it developed over the previous decade? What was the name of the key organisation? What did they want? Why was 1912 a particularly tense time for the movement? Was there some kind of conflict or tension between suffrage and Home Rule?

· What kind of a paper was the Irish Times? Did other newspapers report this meeting differently?


· Who were ‘the principals’ named in the article, in particular, Elizabeth Bloxham, Dorothy Evans, and Hanna Sheehy Skeffington? The others were Kathleen Emerson (secretary of the Irish Women’s Franchise League), Helen Laird and Katie Keevy and less well known.

· Who was Mr Skeffington? 


· Was this sort of hostile reaction to suffragists unusual and/or unique to Ireland?



