Running head: THE GHANA, MALI AND SONGHAI EMPIRES                                         1

THE GHANA, MALI AND SONGHAI EMPIRES                                                                  3













The Ghana, Mali, And Songhai Empires
Name:
College:

The Ghana, Mali, and Songhai empires
Introduction
The Ghana, Mali, and Songhai empires were well organized and prosperous states that fused their traditional beliefs and overcame traditional divisions with the universalistic Islamic ambitions. The intricate systems of silent trade, control over a wide array of tribes, provisions of safe passages for merchants, transport and different geographical zones from the Sahara deserts Niger River's thick jungles, making trade flows lifeblood. One notable point is that the histories of these empires were written in Arabic which was characteristically condescending to non-Islamic beliefs and other accounts which has been passed down generations by storytellers and others African griots and archeology. An exploration of the similarities and differences between these three empires, their guiding African worldviews and how these guiding ideals factored into the values of these kingdoms are presented.
Similarities
The three kingdoms gained their prosperity through trade. The wealth and strength of communities in these empires were dependent on the control of the Saharan trade routes (Vansina, 1962). The three kingdoms extended up to the shore of the Mediterranean Sea (from West Africa) under the leadership of various rulers from the dawn of Islam till the 16th century AD/CE (Model, 2004).
These empires had a government with centralized authority, judicial institutions, administrative machinery in which privilege cleavages, statuses and wealth corresponded to the distributions of authority and power (Model, 2004). The king was the symbol of authority, and his physical well-being was related to the country’s prosperity. The king had the ultimate control over all the land, and it belonged to him. All people within the kingdom belonged to the king; he commanded their labor and the products of their work. The king was the supreme being who retained the power of life and death (Vansina, 1962).
Authority was generally delegated. Chiefs held the king’s indivisible authority. They represented the King's power. They gave justice, issued laws, raised tributes, and sometimes even waged war. They owned their subjects, labor, goods, and lands through the one act of delegation. 
Taxes were a common feature of these empires; besides, all of them demanded other indirect taxes, labor, and tributes from the people they ruled (Model, 2004). Local officials periodically collected tributes under the supervisions of high ranking chiefs. Taxation and other forms of revenue collections were necessary for the economic functioning of the political systems (Vansina, 1962). Besides, representatives of these authorities derived their wealth from their system based on their position.
In the judicial system, the kings, headman or chief were always the judges and had courts. Appeals could be made from lower to higher courts (Vansina, 1962). Special cases were tried in special courts. A distinction between civil and criminal offenses would be made, but this was not entirely in tally with current concepts. However, one can not further beyond these generalities since very few legal systems have been fully explored.
These kingdoms were characteristically conquest empires (Vansina, 1962). They enlarged by conquest. These empires started as cores which extended themselves through threats of military conquests or actual conquests. However, little is known about their military organizations. Standing armies were often seen.
Differences
Mali was ruled differently from the Ghana and Songhai empire (Model, 2004). The Mali empire is noted to have conducted trade on larger scales, had more people, and geographically extended over a more extensive territory implying more responsibilities for its royal officials than the two other empires. Unlike the Songhai empire, the Malian and Ghanaian kings divided their empires into provinces. Ghanaian leaders heavily relied upon a group of close advisors and other council ministers to help rule the kingdom. The Malian kingdom had leaders of conquered areas govern their provinces. Ultimately, the Songhai Empire rose after the falling of the other two empires. 
Most differences among these empires, however, remain to be studied. These cultures came short of keeping excellent records, and much of what is known about them came from the Arab and Mediterranean traders and travelers who journeyed across the Sahara to these regions (Vansina, 1962).  
My Thoughts on African Worldviews and Their Values Within These Kingdoms
	The histories of these empires, as stated, were written by Arabians who had a bias toward non-Islamic beliefs. However, some of the notable objective traditionalist African worldviews and their values within these communities are presented:  
The Existence of a Supreme Being
The empires had a widespread belief in the presence of a God (Olumbe, 2008). They had a rich history of being aware of a God to the extent that most of its native members were noted to be mindful of the existence of a Supreme Being. The origins of this God, however, remain a mystery; besides, there exist different myths that try to explain the origin of God.
The Supreme Beings were thought to be the Creators of the world and sustained life. They were considered to be everywhere; Omnipresent. These Supreme Beings stayed far away in the furthest of heavens. The God was also an all-powerful one; Omnipotent. All the majestic happenings were attributed to him. He was the Provider, of rain which enabled people to farm wild fruits, foods, and animals. He was also the all-knowing God; Omniscient. That nothing happened without Him knowing; he demanded worship from man. He was indeed the ultimate provider of life; I think this then led to the respect of the sanctity of life.
Ethics
The ancestors passed down generations what was traditionally right and wrong (Olumbe, 2008). The legislative powers of each empire, be it families, clans, sub-chiefs, chiefs or determined what was right and wrong from right. In such a context, going against one’s family or clan was considered a betrayal and attracted various punishments. 
Traditions formed the rubric of the value system in some of these empires. It was expected that one had to follow the tried and tested traditions of their communities. In these contexts, the differentiation of good and evil was dependent on societal decisions based on traditions. Elders and rulers of these empires held custody and enforced laws and maintained order. This enabled an empire to have order and direction (Olumbe, 2008).
The Community
They placed a high premium on the community. The obligation to the family and one’s community superseded their personal needs (Olumbe, 2008). In this sense, significant decisions were arrived at communally. 
The socialization of a community was highly regarded as it helped in extending and maintaining of one’s scope of their communities (Olumbe, 2008). Funerals, communal farming, and other events that brought people together were highly cherished. People would visit each other freely without appointments. It was generally considered extremely rude to pass other people without elaborate and proper greetings.
Knowledge/knowing
Olumbe, (2008) further notes that the occurrence of major physical events was understood to have underlying supernatural causes. Such cause-effect beliefs are taught to have been firmly grounded that they overrode all happenings and events. In this sense, these empires traditionally emphasized ways of not disturbing these supernatural forces. 
This knowledge was passed down generations through rituals, myths, and stories (Olumbe, 2008). The societies’ elders played a crucial role in perpetuating this learning. Beliefs were held on the importance of visions and dreams; that spirts used this medium to convey their message to the living. Evil spirits were waned off through a complex system of appropriate sacrifices and taboos. In this sense then, there was a high prevalence in the use of divination and dark magic.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the three empires fused their beliefs, were organized and overcome divisions to become prosperous states. The realms became successful because of trade, control over large tribes, provide safe passes and control over a large geographical area. Their success was however later followed by falls in later years.
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