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Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]During the American colonial period, black Africans were treated harshly. They were denied various rights and freedom, therefore, being exposed to mass suffering. African-American offered labor on farms without getting any payment. They worked for long hours, and no one was concerned about their well-being. As a result, a lot of black Americans died during the colonialism period due to torture while others suffered from various infections. However, a group of people of good will especially missionaries fought tirelessly towards abolishing the slave trade. They enlightened the American society on the importance of eradicating color discrimination as well as racism. 
Since the colonialism era, black Americans have been considered as full American citizens, and they exercise their freedom and rights as it is the case with the other Americans. Although racism has not been fully eliminated in America; a significant milestone has been attained. This paper, therefore, explores the growth of black American history from the colonial period to the present day while outlining the involved activities. 
The Process of Attaining African-American Freedom
Millions of enslaved Africans were shipped to America through the Atlantic Ocean approximately five hundred years ago (Walton, Smith & Wallace, 2017). The main aim of shipping the enslaved Americans was to avail cheap labor in the fast-growing American agricultural and industrialization sector. However, the enslaved Africans were treated brutally and exposed to torture. Due to pressure from people of goodwill and inspiration by American independence, slavery was abolished in 1804. However, the shipping did not stop since the African continent was still under colonialism and labor was highly required in American firms and industries. According to Levesque (2018), by 1860, approximately four million African-Americans were enslaved and lived in the south of America. The industrial revolution led to increased shipping of enslaved Africans to America. The African-Americans only availed labor to the firms and industries whereby they were paid small amounts of money as others worked for free. The lives of the slaves were constrained in various important ways as they were required to get the finest of their circumstance. 
African-Americans were highly discriminated in the society and were denied their freedoms and rights. The children did not go to school, but they learned reading and writing from the white missionaries. However, the individuals caught teaching African-Americans were arrested and exposed to a considerable fine. In 1883, convicted African-Americans were enacted to be used outside the prison for manual labor whereby they were to return the cells after the work was over (Earle, 2016). Although laws were passed granting various African-American rights such as voting, they were discriminated against by color, race, and race. The Supreme Court is perceived as a friend of the black American, it would transform during re-establishment. The court protected segregation in all public institutions. 
In 1905, Jim Crowe laws were placed at state legislation level (Earle, 2016). The rules were arrogant on African-American since they insisted on coloring discrimination and segregation. Despite some statutes demanding for avoiding discrimination and racism the rulings could not favor black Americans since Americans considered them weak and treated them in an inhuman manner (King, 2016). The involved decisions were destroyed by the court in the process of applying the formulated civil rights. The Supreme Court reigned that it was illegal to tell anyone that they should not segregate. This indicated that African-American would legally continue undergoing discrimination in accessing the public services. 
The civil rights act which was formulated in 1878 was termed null and void by the Supreme Court. This is because the Supreme Court termed it unconstitutional to prohibit discrimination in public areas especially those about public transportation, parks, buses, and restaurants. The ruling of the Supreme Court protecting discrimination and what they referred to as American rights were witnessed in 1896 in a case involving Plessy versus Ferguson (King, 2016). Facilities offered to Americans should be better than those provided to the African-American according to the court. As a result of the Supreme Coat ruling schools and all public institutions would see American given priority. The rulings of the court did not seem to value African-Americans.
The end of the American civil war marked the end of slavery involving African Americans, and they were considered free citizens as everyone else did. However, slavery was not completely abolished as it was still practiced. The women movement which fought for women rights was granted the right to vote. In 1870 African-American men were given rights to vote by the Fifth Amendment and slave trade was abolished (Earle, 2016). However, the bitterness of white suffragists intensified since they considered black men to be making political gains. African-American women formed their suffrage organizations to fight for voting rights as they found it an essential tool in changing their condition. In the 1900s, black women participated in the voting processes whereby they had their ballot. 
After the world war, African Americans formed various organizations to air their grievances especially pertaining abolishment of segregation rules. Some of the witnessed activities include the Brown versus education case, the Montgomery bus boycott, sit-ins, Selma, watts amongst other riots (Levesque, 2018). The black power movement was also formed which aimed at ensuring that racial discrimination was curbed. The movements contributed majorly towards ensuring that African-Americans were granted their rights and freedom. As a result, African-Americans were eligible to vote and get an education. Although color discrimination in American is claimed to have been terminated, it still exists. However, the value of the life of African-Americans has increased significantly since they can access the public services like the Americans. Practicing racial or color discrimination in America is currently illegal, and stern actions are taken to anyone found in such acts. Due to the end of racial and color perception, America was witnessed to have the first black president in 2008 (Walton, Smith & Wallace, 2017). Barack Obama was the first black American black president in history. This indicates that racial segregation has reduced significantly and people of different color and race are treated equally in America.
Conclusion
African-Americans were treated harshly especially during the seventeenth and eighteenth century and some part of the nineteenth century. They were treated as slaved whereby they were exposed to forced labored and denied access to public services. Black Americans were not expected to participate in civic activities such as voting. However, currently America has transformed, and people of diverse backgrounds are treated equally irrespective of color or race. The process of abolishing racial discrimination was not easy since it has taken some time. Various people have contributed majorly towards eradicating color discrimination in America. Current all citizens are treated equally, and in 2008 we witnessed Barack Obama being crowned as American first black president. 
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