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Comparing the Investigative Techniques in the Novel “The Alienist” And Those of Today
The Alienist is fictional novel on crime written by Caleb Carr. The story involves a team of investigators trying to solve gruesome murders through methods like psychology and fingerprinting.  The term ‘alienist’ in this era of time doomed a psychologist, Kreizler himself was an alienist flattering what is now called a criminal profiler.  His investigation and applications were contentious to powerful people, which meant that Roosevelt’s initiative in starting this inquiry could bring his own political downfall unless he conducts it as a shadowy parallel of the official (and ineffective) police investigation. In this novel, there is the use of numerous investigations techniques whereby some of them work while others fail.
The novel represents reality while most of the characters are fictional. Carr's presents a real world in his novel by the use of historical values, issues, and figures which are very important in the novel's setting. In the case of historical figures, there are characters such as Theodore Roosevelt and J. Morgan who brings about the understanding sense to the reader which enables the reader to go deeper into the novel's setting. In the novel, Kreizler is a fictional hero but Carr's just imagines how to be real as per the book characters. There are a lot of investigations carried out in the book as a way of finding solutions to the many murders that take place between 1800 and 1900 as captured in the book. In this review, I will investigate the scenarios of an incident and the investigative techniques applied in the book and finally compare them with the techniques of investigation applied today.
As it was captured in the novel, the first investigation of murder involves an immigrant boy who was thirteen-years-old. Who was found killed, injured, his mouth bloated and the eyes were removed. The details about the abnormal dismays were intimidated by the police but the path remained cool. The investigations involved a group of members who could keep the status quo about the matter. This was led by the New York police commissioner Mr. Roosevelt. The dead body of the young boy-prostitute was taken to the hospital for a post-mortem to be carried out, although there were more doubts whether the doctors’ unfamiliar scientific skills explain what previously confused the authorities. 
The investigating team came together for a meeting and Kreizler started to explain the mental profile of a killer. He asked several queries without answers as to why only young male prostitutes were the one murdered. Kreizlers keeps on inquiring and assures the members that the criminal psychology was slowly coming up. he reported that there many ways to determine the murder but most of them like graphology and fingerprint methods did not give any results instead, the inevitably fade to nothing.
At the start of the investigations, Georgio Santorelli's mother was interviewed and found that there was discord in his family. The parents reported that he was involved in sexual activities for older boys to make it in school. Since his father wanted to beat him, he left home and became a street male prostitute. Similar activities take place in the present but in a different way, where the parents or the interviewees are caught and restricted in a police center as the investigations go on. This shows that there is a difference between the two scenarios.
In the first scenes of investigation about the killings of the young male prostitutes, post-mortem and interview methods are widely used and it seemed to be working as it was preferred in many occasions in the book especially when the people are found murdered. Therefore this method seems to have worked better in this period. Comparing the investigation techniques used in present and those were used between 18th and 19th century there are great advancements in technology as today methods such as post-mortem are applied but at a very developed technological level. With relevance to the method used in this case, is present, the 3D Forensic Facial Reconstructions are highly applied in incidences of murder. It takes areal- life human remains and extrapolates possibly physical appearances. Therefore this shows a very high difference in the technology.
The fingerprinting method was believed in the novel, not to work out and again it was not acceptable by law in the New York, in present Magnetic Fingerprinting and Automated Fingerprinting Identifications is widely used and it is reliable. It is quick and quickly relates fingerprint to a crime scene with a wide virtual database. Investigators get a faultless imprint of fingerprints at a crime scene without contamination. Therefore there is a disparity in the indigenous investigation methods and present methods.
On the other hand, Roosevelt, Kreizler, Howard and Moore are forced to deal with variety of groups of interest\s when investigating with a stand that, they will maintain the status quo of the society, even if they are the corrupt police force who takes bribe from owners of the brothels whose prostitutes include poor immigrants and also the Catholic church which is wary of potential power of an organization immigrant population amongst others. In present, this situation is very difficult due to present high levels of corruption. In connection, the police prefer to work alone and the church prefers to work independently too.
In present, police hire nonpolice individuals to assist in carrying out an investigation which may be an unofficial arrangement. But in the novel the author shows how Sara Howard, Lucius Isaacson and Marcus were hired by the police department after the commissioner removed the corrupt police officers from the force. In today's investigation, it doesn't matter whether an officer is corrupt or not they are all let carry out the investigation regardless of whether the results will be fine or biased.
In conclusion, there is an integrated technology level in the today's was of carrying out investigations compared in the times of the alienist. The present ways of investigations are so advanced and quick, they may take minutes to achieve the main goal of the investigation. In today's investigation, there is no need for so many participants only a few police are required and the matter is established. 
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