Alternate Assignment Instructions

As noted in the syllabus for this course, all students enrolled in PSYC 1301 are required to earn 8 research participation credits. You have the option to write papers summarizing pre-selected research articles from psychology journals instead of participating in research experiments. Please note that you are required to complete this option if you are not at least 18 years old.

Each paper should summarize each research article, and counts as the equivalent of 1 hour of research participation. Thus, if you do not participate in any research experiments, you must write 8 papers to fulfill the research requirement (or six if you complete them by the bonus credit deadlines – please see the SONA Research Participation Instructions). 

Paper Requirements:

1. 	The journal articles can be found on Blackboard, and each alternate assignment report must be typed, double-spaced with 1-inch margins, and 12-point font.
2. 	Each paper must be 2 pages in length.
3. 	All papers must be submitted by the last day of class (May 11, 2020). The submission details can be found below. No late papers will be accepted. 
4. 	Each paper should contain the following information:
a. What were the primary research questions for the study? In other words, what were the researchers trying to examine, and why?
b. Briefly describe how the researchers conducted their study. Was data collected from human participants? If so, how many (what was their sample size)? How was the data collected (i.e., questionnaires, interviews, etc.)?
c. Briefly describe the results of the study. You aren’t expected to be able to interpret the statistics used, but you should be able to talk about the overall findings. (Hint: The findings are generally discussed in plain, non-statistical language in the discussion section.)
d. Reflect on what you learned from reading this article, and briefly discuss what was or was not surprising about what the researchers found.
5. 	All information from the paper must be in summary form, meaning that you read the paper and put it in your own words. If you directly quote from the article or you copy word for word (or nearly word for word) from the article, you will not receive credit for this assignment. 
6. 	Include the citation for the article you summarized. Here is an example of how to cite an article:
Andreasen, N. C. (1982). Negative symptoms in schizophrenia: Definition and reliability. Archives of General Psychiatry, 39, 784-788.

Submission Instructions:

1. Submit your completed alternate assignment reports on Blackboard. If this absolutely does not work, send via email to: bcruz2@miners utep.edu
2. Paste your reports from Microsoft Word into the body of the email (no attachments please). You can paste all your reports into the body of the same email.
3. The header/subject line of your email should be as follows:
Alternate Assignment – CRN # – Your Last Name – Your Student ID #
